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BURMA 


FINANCE MINISTER PRESENTS 1981 BUDGET TO ASSEMBLY 


BK201410 Rangoon WORKING PEOPLE'S DALLY in English 17 Mar 81 Special Supplement 
pp B, C 


{[Text] Rangoon, 16 Mar--Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Planning and Finance 
Thura U Tun Tin, on behalf of the Council of Ministers, submitted the 1981] state 
budget bill to the seventh session of the second PyithuHluttaw [People's Assembly] 
on the opening day today. In presenting the bill, Thura U Tun Tin said: 


The 1981 state budget bill, the budget estimates ard the 1980-81 revised budget 
estimates will be presented to the seventh session of the Second Pyithu Hluttaw on 
behalf of the Council of Ministers. 


The 1981 budget bill was prepared sector-wise for the organs of power, ministries 
and departments of the state, the economic organizations and development committees 
of the state like the 1980 budget law adopted for 1980-81 fiscal year. Two signi- 
ficant aspects of the 1981 state budget bill will be explained. 


The first significant point is that, to collect water tax and irrigation tax 
beginning 1981-82 fiscal year before enacting a separate new law, the tax rates are 
included in section 3, chapter I, part II of the bill. The taxation is to cover a 
small extent of the expenses for repair and maintenance of irrigation networks in- 
vested by the state in the agricultural sector. 


The second significant point is that in section II, chapter 4, part III of the bill 
the phrase “The exact amount of money received after signing of agreement for loan" 
has been substituted for "the money borrowed." 


Next, the 1981-82 budget estimates drawn up on the basis of the bill and points 
of major significance will be presented. 


Regarding the 1981-82 budget estimates, a surplus of 72 million kyat is estimated 
for the budget estimates of the organs of power, ministries and departments of the 
state. 


The current receipts exceed the current expenditure by 758 million as the current 
receipts total 5,526 million kyat and the current expenditure total 4,768 million 
kyat. The current expenditure includes 343.8 million kyat earmarked for increasing 











the salaries of state employees beginning 1 April 1981. The 758 million kyat sur- 
plus from that current account, the 591.3 million kyat surplus from the debte and 
investments account and the capital receipts of 110.7 million kyat make 1,460 mil- 
lion kyat available for capital expenditure. As the capital expenditure is only 
1,233.8 million kyat there is a surplus of 226.2 million kyat. As 154.2 million 
of the 226.2 million surplus has been earmarked for the reserve fund there remains 
a new surplus of 72 million kyat on the part of the organs of power, ministries and 
departments of the state. 


To get the K72 million surplus as calculated in the 1981-82 budget estimates, it is 
necessary to give attention to expenditures on one hand and to make earnest efforts 
to collect revenue as estimated in the receipt side on the other. A sum of K3,817.7 
million in revenues is included in the current receipts of K5,526 million of the or- 
gans of power, ministries and departments of the state. The revenues are K2,671.6 
million levied on locally produced goods and spendings of the people including goods 
and services tax, K195.7 million levied on income and property, K720 million in 
customs duty and K230.4 million collected for using public facilities. 


One significant aspect in revenue collection this year is the inclusion of K27.2 
million in water and irrigation tax as arrangements have been made for collecting 
water tax at the rate of K1O per acre and irrigation tax at K5 per acre. 


Collection of revenues according to target is linked with the ability of the state 
economic establishments to produce, sell, export goods according to plan, import 
necessary goods according to plan and obtain receipts and surpluses according to 
targets. The Council of Ministers will manage and supervise for achieving these 
targets. On the other hand, it will coordinate with executives committees at dif- 
ferent levels of the People's Council for collecting taxes which should be collected 
from the private sector. 


A summary of the budget estimates of the economic organizations and developmen: 0 
mittees of the state drawn up on commercial principles will be presented. 


A. The total receipts in the current, capital and debt accounts of the state eco- 
nomic organizations is K23,714.5 million and total expenditure is K27,149 million. 
The state economic organizations have been exempted from the application of depart- 
mental financial regulations to enable them to stand and operate on their own income 
according to commercial principles and arrangements have also been made for these 
organizations to incur their capital expenditure from the surplus of their current 
receipts and to get bank loans if more is needed. The state economic organizations 
are being urged to increase their earnings and surpluses. 


B. The total receipts of current, capital and debt accounts of the development com- 
mittees are K202.3 million and total expenditures are K239.7 million. As the amount 
needed is to obtained as bank loans there is neither surplus nor deficit in the bud- 
get of the development committees. 


Now I shall present matters relating to investments in the public sector which is 
linked to national development. The 1981-82 budget provides for investments of 
K6,654.9 million. The breakdown is K1,233.8 million for the organs of state power, 
ministries and departments; K5,333.4 miliion for the state economic enterprises; 











K87.7 million for the development committees. Sector-wise breakdown of the invest-~ 
mente in the economic sectors is K659.1 million in agriculture, K681.9 million in 
meat and fish, K252.8 million in forestry, K933.7 million in mines, K2,298.4 mil- 
lion in industry, K378.8 million in electric power, K161.5 in construction, 

K713.9 million in transport and communications, K87.4 million in trade, K114.4 mil- 
lion in social services, K10.7 million in finances, K274.6 million in management 
organizations and K87.7 million in development committees. 


The investments are allocated on the basis of priority of projects, availability of 
funds, capability for implementing work projects, and the state's requirements with 
the objective of national development as far as possible. 


I shall now preses: « summary of the foreign exchange receipts and expenditure situa- 
tion as contained (© the budget estimates. 


The state's foreign exchange receipts for 1981-82 totals K7,130.7 million while ex- 
penditure stands at K7,207.4 million thus giving rise to a deficit of K76.7 million. 
One major factor in the foreign exchange receipts and expenditures is the ability to 
produce goods for export. As much as exports can be stepped up imports would in- 
crease and dependence on foreign loans would decrease. The income to be earned from 
export in 1981-82 is K3,756.3 million. Of the import value of K5,524.9 million, 
K2,720.3 million worth will be imported with state-owned foreign exchange while 
K2,804.6 million will be imported with foreign loans and contributions. Of the 
total imports, K3,226.5 will be capital goods, K1,917.2 million will be for raw 
materials and spares and K381.2 million for consumer goods. 


In passing, I would like to speak here of the inflation problems being encountered 

in various countries of the world and because of the increase in prices of petroleum 
and industrial products the prices of goods which have to be imported have also in- 
creased. The Council of Ministers is giving due attention to exporting goods accord- 
ing to plan to seek protection from repercussions of the world economic problems. 


After presenting the budget estimates for 1981-82, I shall now present the matter 
relating to the revised budget timates for 1980-81. 


A. When the 1980-81 budget was drawn up, it was originally mentioned in the budget 
estimates that the receipts for the organs of state power, ministries and departments 
would be K6,152.6 million and that expenditures would be K6,059.6 lc aving a surplus 
of K93 million. However, according to the revised estimates, the receipts amounted 
to K6,745.7 million, expenditures K6,071.3 million with a surplus of K674.4 million. 


The main reasons for this surplus of K674.4 million are an excess of K110 million 
in customs duties beyond the original estimate, an additional contribution of K168 
million by the banking organizations, a difference of K145.3 million due from the 
state economic enterprises in contributions after adjustment of their accounts with 
preliminary accounts under the current receipts while on the current expenditure 
side, K86.7 million less interests had to be paid on local and foreign loans. 


B. In the state economic enterprises sector, the total expenditure to be borne with 
receipts in the current account, capital account, debt accounts, bank balance and 
bank loans was K23,031.4 million in the original estimate; it was increased to 














K23,725.6 in the revised estimates. Ase it was possible to incur expenditures in 
accordance with commercial principles by means of receipts from the current account, 
capital account, debts account, bank balance of organizations and bank loans, the 
revised budget estimates of the state economic enterprises show neither deficit 

nor surplus. 


C. With regard to development committees, there were no significant changes but 

there was about K800,000 less in expenditure from bank loans. The main reason for 
such a decrease is that current receipts increased by about K800,000. As the develop- 
ment committees, like the state economic enterprises, made use of bank loans, there 

is neither deficit nor surplus. 


After presenting the revised budget estimates for 1980-81, I shall now present the 
revised situation pertaining to the foreign exchange sector. 


When the 1980-81 budget was originally drawn up it was estimated that foreign ex- 
change receipts would be K5,849.3 million and expenditure K5,853.1 million giving 
rise to a deficit of K3.8 million. According to the revised figures, however, 
receipts stood at K6,456.3 million and expenditure K6,306.9 million leaving a surplus 
of K149.4 million. 


I shall now deal with a matter which must be presented in connection with the 1980- 
81 revised budget estimates. Under Section 4(c) in chapter I, part 3 of the 1980 
budget law, it is prescribed that the Council of Ministers shall, in sanctioning 
additional expenditure, report to the Pyithu Hluttaw session with justifications on 
a case by case basis under section 3(d). In accordance with this provision, I sub- 
mit to the Pyithu Hluttaw in connection with expenditures incurred in excess in 
foreign exchange by the organs of state power, ministries and departments as a re- 
sult o. increased receipts in foreign aid and loans as follows: 


l. Japanese yen 30 million equivalent to K959,000 by the higher education department 
of the Ministry of Education for purchase of photographic and copying equipment for 
the universities central library with Japanese Government's cultural aid; 


2. $457,000 equivalent to K3.2 million by the higher education department for com- 
puter equipment to be provided to the com uter centre by the United National develop- 
ment aid; 


3. Japanese yen 595 million equivalent to K17.875 million by the technical, agri- 
cultural and vocational educational department of the Ministry of Education for tech- 
nical high school equipment with Japanese Government assistance; 


4. The first installment of K12.375 million (Yen 375 million) and the second in- 
stallment of K4.125 million (Yen 125 million) for purchase of medicines and medical 
stores from the sixth commodity aid loan obtained by the health department from 

the Japan Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund; 


5. The first installment of K9.533 million ($1.4 million) and the second install- 
ment of K252,000 ($37,000) from U.S. Government's assistance obtained by the health 
department for purchase of materials for the primary health care project; 

















6. K1.318 million ($191,000) aid obtained from the World Health Organization and 
the UNICEF of by the health department for purchase of stores; 


7. The first installment of K900,000 (30 million yen) to purchase materials for 
research projects as regards bowel disorders and the second installment of K300,000 
(10 million yen) to purchase laboratory apparatuses obtained by the medical research 
department from the Japan International Cooperation Agency; 


8. The Japanese Government's aid of K23.328 million (873 million yen) to the irri- 
gation department for South Nawin Dam project; 


9. The World Bank's loan of K3.763 million ($570,000) to the irrigation department 
for Nyaunggyat Dam project; 


10. The United Nations Development Aid of K396,000 ($59,000) to the working people's 
settlement department for apiculture project; 


ll. The first installment of K20.338 million (616.32 million yen) and the second 
installment of K3..32 million (104 million yen) from the Japan International Coopera- 
tion Agency's aid to the geological survey and mineral exploration department for 

the metallurgical research and development department proejct; 


‘2. The Colombo Plan Aid of K4.533 million ($606,000 Australian) to repair and 
maintenance of buildings, roads and bridges department of the Ministry of 
Construction for Bassein-Monywa road construction project; 


13. K390,000 ($60,000) obtained from the United Nations Development Aid by the 
foreign economic relations department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for purchase 
of stores and office equipment. 


I would like to present a matter connected with the state budget for 1980-81. It 
is prescribed in part 3, chapter 2, section 5(c) of the state budget law of 1980 
that the Council of Ministers shall submit to the Pyithu Hluttaw session a report 
on each matter for which cash from the reserve fund has been used, giving reasons 
for che expenditure. Of the K145.7 million allocated for unexpected matters in the 
state budget of 1980-81, altogether K88.7 million has been used up till now. 


The breakdown is: 


1. K6.732 million for the pensions department of the Planning and Finance Ministry 
to give outright grants and monthly allowances to personalities on whom Naing- 
Ngant Gon-yi titles were conferred by notification issued on 7 June 1980; 


2. K108,000 for the pensions department of the Planning and Finance Ministry to 
give outright grants and monthly allowances to personalities who had given the best 
of their services in the interests of the state; 


3. K6.901 million for the information and broadcasting department of the Ministry 
of Information to spend on what was needed for the television programme ; 


4. K1.733 million for the geological survey and mineral exploration department to 
invest in the metallurgical research and development department plan; 








5. KS million for the pensions department of the Planning and Finance Ministry to 
give political pension lump sums and monthly pensions to personalities who had 
given the best of their services in the interests of the state, under the political 
petision law; 


6. KC million for the housing department of the Construction Ministry to construct 
a hostel capable of giving accommodation to 1,000 persons in the Kyaikkasan grounds; 


7. K38.66 million for the defence department of the Ministry of Defence to give cash 
awards to those honoured fr good military service; 


8. K3.323 million for the pensions department of the Ministry of Planning and Fi- 
nance to give outright grants to those on whom Naing-Ngant Gon-Yi titles were con- 
ferred on the Independence Day of 1921; 


9. K245,000 for the general department of the Ministry of Home and Religious Af- 
fairs to carry out groundwork for setting up a new town on Katan Island in Mergui 
West Township, to dig new wells in Monyo where the banks were eroded by the river 
waters and to repair sub-township road damaged by heavy rains in Natogyi Township; 
and 


10. K19.972 million for the Ministry of Construction to incur expenditure for metal 
parts for the bridge to be constructed with 500 million yen obtained from Japan dur- 


Important points as regards the state budget for 1980-81 have been concisely pre- 
sented. The following have been circulated among the Pyithu Hluttaw members: 


1. 1981 state budget bill; 
2. 1981-82 budget abstracts (book I). 


I submit through the chairman to the Pyithu Hluttaw members to pass the 1981 state 
budget bill after discussing it. 


CSO: 4220 
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Businessmen aod reta:! traders 46 16 45 2 6 i it 100 
Government offierals and 
business exec ver 2 16 “7 2 6 — 9 100 
White collar workers ~») "9 an 2 5 i 4 0 
Skilled workers s) , “7 9 it 2 12 100 
Unskitied workers * 2 us 20 "7 — 7” 6 
Housewives ) 21 49 is 1 7 > ww 
Orbers 4 Pr] “4 2» — 2 — 100 
Not working — retired unemployed 2 20 ae Pa) 4 - ‘ 100 
INCOME (Moathiy io Re ) 
Upto 190 ’ Ty n — 4 _ - wo 
isto $1 is $$ » — — io 0 
ww 18 14 “7 1s 5 — 6 ww 
$0! — 750 2s 20 4 2 6 1 10 100 
7*)— 1000 ™ » “8 21 4 1 A 100 
Abowe 1000 6) 9 1 2 $ 6 wo 
Refural 108 19 46 19 } 1 12) 100 
ciry 
Bombay 375 16 3) 21 ‘4 1 5 100 
Caleutra 375 " “ nv 12 2 mo 
Det, 1 s «4 "7 ; — 4 wo 
Madras 375 2 bt 17 ? — “ 100 
TOTAL 1900 is 47 21 $ i ' 
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THE IMAGE OF THE SOVIET UNION 


























SUX 
Mele oan 2 “ 16 5 i 10 100 
Female $92 7 4) Pt) ) + 7 100 
AGE (in years) 
uw 917 2 “ 16 4 i i) 100 
Mw % 42 19 45 9 4 De iB) 100 
Above 1 7 721 7 aa "9 4 i il 100 
EDUCA‘tION 
Primery or less a 19 42 “4 = “ 100 
Some Secondary 252 28 “ 12 1 — 2m 861 
Secoe dary completed or 

ome ueiversity S41 18 aa 17 ‘4 1 12 100 
Usiversity degree or more 621 2 4s 21 5 i 7 100 
OCCUPATION 
Professionals 108 6 wo 7 ° 2 6 100 
Businessmen and retai! traders 246 21 a7 14 5 i 12 100 
Governmen' officials and 

business executives 92 is Li) 16 6 1 12 100 
White coller workers ») % “7 17 a — 6 100 
Stilled workers 8) n 4) 14 : = 16 100 
Unskilled worke 2 ” 21 1? — — "7 100 
Housewtves “) 3 4s "9 2 — 21 100 
Others 4 1s a 2 5 2 12 100 
Not working — retired /unemployed 290 21 8 16 4 a 100 
INCOME (Mosthiy te Rs.) 
Upto 199 7 — 4 — 1s 100 
1$1— 300 " Ps) yw ory ? — is 100 
wm 0 1 B 43 3 i — 20 100 
01—7% pa | is »” 13 4 i 14 100 
71 1000 1” 2 an 18 2 ; 9 100 
Above 1000 633 21 44 19 6 X 10 100 
Refuss! 108 14 42 17 ‘4 1 2 100 
cTTy 
Bormbey x75 DB 4) 20 6 1 7 100 
Calcutta 375 16 “4 14 2 1 3 100 
Dethi 375 % 9 13 4 - J 100 
Medres 375 ’ AA 2B A — n 100 

TOTAL 1900 21 45 18 J 100 
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( Percsmteges) 
—— Con't 
* on Good good Red bed say = Tote! 
SEX 
Male oan 6 yo w 6 1 8 100 
Female $82 5 wo n ) i wo andl 
AGE (te yeors) 
iw 3 7 4 n 5 i 2) 100 
Mt 462 7 Me 7 5 i 24 110 
Above 1 71 5 5 20 
EDUCATION 
Primary or less ne — 21 24 1 — “4 100 
Some Secendary 2592 4 77 1 4 100 
Secondery completed or 
tome university $41 4 Mw uN 4 i 24 100 
University degree or more 62! J 42 2 ’ i 10 = 100 
OCCUPATION 
Profesmonais 108 9 “4 7 10 2 « 100 
Businessmen and retei! ireders 246 4 ” 28 4 — 25 100 
Government officials and 
business executives 92 4 $3 19 9 2 13 100 
White coller workers 2) 1 0 3 5 ] 14 100 
Skilled workers 8 4 rT 7 5 — » 0 
Unskilied workers 24 — 38 21 4 — 7 100 
Housewives 6} 5 2% u 2 i 37 100 
Others 4! 7 0 77 12 } 7 100 
Not workiag—retired/uaemployed 299 6 yn 2 A PY 19 100 
INCOME (Mesihly ie Rs.) 
Upto 190 7 — 43 4} 14 — — 100 
1S1—*O 1 4 18 19 - _ ° 100 
1 0 148 4 Ps) 2 2 — 4s 100 
#1—7T% 254 5 n Ms 2 — 2» 100 
751—1000 Pa ad 5 * 2 4 2 22 100 
Above 1000 633 7 42 nN 6 1 13 100 
Refuse! 108 5 % w” z) 3 27 100 
cITy 
Bombey 575 5 “4 0 5 1 15 100 
Caleutts 375 5 nN n 7 I 26 100 
Delhi 575 10 aL M4 5 1 12 100 
Madras 575 4 BD 24 2 1 100 
TOTAL 13900 5 % *0 5 1 23 100 
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THE IMAGE OF FRANCE 



































(Percentages) 
oa Good Neither Cao't 
* —* good) = Bad say =-— Tora! 
oor bed 
SEX 
Male ven 5 32 2 2 I 28 100 
Female $52 1 23 18 I — 45 100 
AGE (ia years) 
21 to 35 817 5 28 2 33 100 
% wow % 462 4 2” »” 2 35 1u0 
Above 90 221 4 2 1 35 100 
FDUCATION 
Primary or less 16 5 7 20 — — 70 100 
Some Secondary 252 2 20 2 2 = 53 100 
Secondary completed or 
some university $41 4 7 B } 1 7 100 
Usiversity degree or more 621 6 y 8 2 17 100 
OCCUPATION 
Profetsione!s 108 10 x7 vu 5 — 19 100 
Businessmen and retail traders 246 4 20 2» 2 35 100 
Government officials and 
business executives 92 6 38 33 4 2 17 100 
White collar workers 293 6 35 36 3 ! 19 100 
Skilled workers 83 2 2 44 1 — 40 100 
Unskilled workers 24 — 25 17 — — 38 100 
Housewives 3463 2 18 25 — — $s 109 
Others 4 5 29 2 — 3 34 100 
Not working—retired unemployed 290 5 »” 35 2 — 2 100 
INCOME (Moathbly ia Rs.) 
Upto 150 7 $7 — 14 14 — is 100 
301 — SO0u 148 3 19 — | $$ 109 
901 —790 284 4 2 3 5 i 41 100 
751—1000 299 6 2s 37 2 — 20 100 
Above 1000 633 4 38 32 1 _ 25 100 
Refuse! 108 4 27 24 4 4 37 100 
CITY 
Bombay 375 5 x7 33 1 ; 4 100 
Calcutta 375 4 21 %” 3 — 42 100 
Delh: 375 6 % 8 2 oe 18 100 
Mec HC CU n 2 (100 
TOTAL 1500 4 2 uN 2 4 100 
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THE IMAGE OF JAPAN 























(Percentages) 
of Very Neither Very 
haven. good Good good Bad bed say Total 
denis nor bed 
SEX 
Male 048 27 ”7 16 2 1 17 100 
Female $52 19 M4 18 1 ,e 28 100 
AGE (ia years) 
21 to 35 817 25 % 16 2 1 20 100 
% to ® 462 21 35 17 2 1 24 100 
Above 221 23 38 18 1 20 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or less 86 5 21 23 — — 51 100 
Some Secondary 252 16 28 20 l — 1§ 100 
Secondary completed or 
some university 541 20 ” 15 2 1 23 100 
_ University deeree of more 621 33 38 16 2 1 10 100 
OCCUPATION 
Professionals 108 33 8 17 2 — 10 100 
Businessmen and retail traders 246 22 41 14 — 22 100 
Government officials and 
business executives 92 aD | 35 1s 3 1 15 100 
White collar workers 293 27 18 17 5 1 12 100 
Skilled workers 83 31 35 16 -- — 18 100 
Unskiiled workers 24 J 33 13 — — 46 100 
Housewives 363 16 » 20 1 — 3 100 
Others 41 39 19 15 — 5 22 100 
Not working—retired/unemploved 250 24 40 16 1 1 18 100 
INCOME (Monthly in Rs.) 
Upto 150 7 — — 57 14 \4 15 100 
151— 300 31 16 31 16 — — 100 
101 00 148 17 28 18 — — 100 
501—750 284 15 33 21 3 — 28 100 
75|—1000 29 26 35 19 1 I 18 100 
Above 1000 633 30 4) 14 | ; 14 100 
Refusal 108 22 27 16 3 4 28 100 
CITY 


Bombay 375 28 43 14 . 13 100 





























LRAQ-IRAN CONFLICT : 





INDIA 


PUBLIC REACTIONS MARKED BY REALISM 


New Delhi MONTHLY PUBLIC OPINION SURVEYS Dec 80-Jan 81 Supplement pp XI1*XXIV 


(Text ] 


The war between Iraq and Iran has now 
bogged down to a virtual standstill. Neither 
side hopes to win. Nor do they seem very 
keen on extricating them-elves from this im- 
passe through negot.ations. But then the 
nature of this war itself has defied logic and 
commonsense. Be that as it may, the conse- 

uences of the tremendous damage inflicted on 
their oil production are not confined to the 
economies of these countries only. Non-oil 
producing Third World countries have been 
hit on the raw and have already paid the price 
for a war not of their making. For this 
country, dependent as it is for bulk of its oil- 
needs on both Iraq and Iran, the war has be- 
come mcre than an immediate concern. 


The Institute, therefore, decided to ascer- 
tain popular reactions to the conflict inis 
periodic poll on international images. The 
detailed findings are presented in the tables 
that follow. The results bring into sharp 
focus «idespread popular awareness coupled 
with concern for both the short-term and 
long-term corsequences of the conflict. The 
war, on survey evidence, has also imparted 
urgency to the need for self-reliance in oil 
production, for which even the mul! inationals 
would be welcome. 


Seldom before has such a widespread inte- 
rest bee; around in » regional conflict: As 
many as 98 per cent had either heard or read 
about it, even among bare literates nine in 
ten persons were aware of it. 


_ The responses to certain follow-up ques- 
tions provide a measure of the Indian people’s 
maturity, They do not tend to see things in 
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black and white. Thus though Iraqi f rces 
crossed the international border, only 39 per 
per cent named it an ee. And a little 
over one-fourth (26%) not spare Iran, 
presumably implying that it could not be 
regarded an innocent victim of aggression. 


Nor did the people accept at face value the 
super-powers’ claims that they have done 
nothing to aggravate the conflict. Thus 42 
per cent thought that the Soviet Union has 
sided with one or the other belligerent; only 
28 per cent gave credence to its protestations 
of neutrality. A similar pattern was observed 
about the perceived role of the U.S.A., with 
only 24 per cent accepting its procliimed 
neutrality and twice that proportion (48%) 
rejecting it outright. 


Mature Understanding of Stakes 


On the naval presence of super-powers 
in the Gulf region, the opinion is equally 
divided. Whereas 33 per cent would not 
like them to meddle in the region, about 
the same pruportion (34%) agree with the view 
that the super-power naval presence is neces- 
sary to ensure free flow of oil. This cleavage 
seems to suggest that popular sentiment is not 
entirely with the Government's stand on the 
issue. 


The responses to other follow-up question's 
however, indicate that this is too simplistic a 
view. The Indian people, it appears, are 
more concerned about the flow of oil from 
this strategic region. _If the naval presence of 
super-powers ensures this, they refuse to be 
swa by extraneous considerations. 























oil giants. 
that India has a great stake in ending the con- 
flict, for the bulk of its oil import needs are 
met by these two countries. A majority (57%) 
therefore think that India should have initiated 
the non-aligned peace efforts earlier than it 
has; among graduates two-thirds shared this 
view. 


A segment of the respondents, it seems, 
would like the non-aligned movement to 
beyond peace initiatives to end this suicidal 
conflict. Though 40 per cent think that the 
non-aligned movement could effectively do 
this without having a peace keeping force of 
its own, about the same proportion was not 
averse to deploying such a force provided 
it was accepted by the belligerents. And 
they would like India to contribute 
military personnel to police the areas of 
conflict. 


Imperatives of Scif Reliance 


The [raq-Iran conflict, on survey evidence, 
has imparted urgency to the need for self- 
reliance in Oil production. Eight in ten per- 


sons were not averse to seeking foreign help 
if it could help in accelerating off-shore oil 
exploration. And six in ten would even 
favour the participation of multinationals in 
Government's effort to explore off-share oil 
potential. Not that the Indian people have 
become suddenly desperate and would accept 
help from any quarter, regardless of the cost. 
On the other hand, there is a realistic aware- 
ness shared by a majority that multinational 
with their sophisticated technology and risk- 
taking capacity are better equipped to do the 
job. This indeed is a striking measure of the 
Indian people’s maturity : their thinking is not 
clouded by ideological shibboleths where 
national interests are at stake. 
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Do you approve or disapprove of the naval presence of Super Powers io the Guill region with a view to 
proteming the flow of of) from the Quill countries 7 





of Approve Die No 
* approve Opinion Tota! 















































Do pew agree with ihe view thet the Third World will euler moet beesuse of the Iraa-lreq comfict 7 








* Agree Dteagres 7 Total 





Sex 
Mele a 
Female $92 


AGE (in years) 


iw 3 67 
% to 62 
Above 0 72) 


— — — — 


EDUCATION 


Primary or lees 

Some Seco. dary 

Secondary co:rpleted or 
some university 

University degree or more 


OCCUPATION 


Profertonals 

Businessmen and retail traders 

Government officials aod 
business executives 

White collar workers 

Skilled workers 

Unskilied workers 

Housewives 

Others 


Not workiog— retired usemployed 


INCOME (Moatbly io Rs ) 


Upto 19 
1S1— wo 
I — 900 
#1—7% 
7$1— 1000 
Above 1000 
Refuse! 


CITY 


Bombay 375 
Caloutta 375 
Deth 375 
375 
$00 


" 
” 4 








és 
33 && 








BWeceva 
(8888588 83 


BeEvels £8 
Seeeueces Ss 
= 





eeeeer 
eszeseare 
es88888 








Madras 


oo — — — ———— 


















































A De poe think Indie hes @ nations! interest in ending the conflic) es mos of our orl impor 
ere met ine ty Th 
I ean-cligned courtries should heve iniisied non-eligned peace 
ah he dy A 
( Percentages) 
A n 
é Va "We Gat Toa Va Ne 
— “ay ‘ay Total 
Sex 
Male AN nr 5 16 100 2 4 M 100 
Female $92 1 ‘4 6 100 aa iL al 100 
AGE (in years) 
Zi w 7 i) . i" 100 " 12 100 
Mw ® “) * } n 100 % iB) iN 100 
Above — 221 1" 4 is 100 $ 7 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or lew a $$ i “a 100 * ‘ # 
Some Secondary 252 9 } M 100 T 6 ) 100 
Secondary completed or 
some univeruty 4) 7 6 » 100 “a 4 2" 100 
University degree or more 621 Uy 6 . 100 66 16 18 100 
OCCUPATION 
Profertion|as 108 87 7 6 100 6s 22 3 100 
Bu sinewemen and retail traders 246 " 7 22 100 | 10 24 100 
Government officials and 
business executives 9 a6 7 7 100 64 19 17 100 
White collar workers ») 8! a 8 100 62 is 21 100 
Skilled worker: s) ” 2 BP 110 6 6 27 100 
Unekilied worker: a 6) 4 3 100 42 — se 100 
Housewives 6) 67 ? " co as » 47 100 
Others 4 " 7 i$ 10 “9 8 27 100 
Not working—retired, unemployed 280 RO 5 is 100 ” 16 25 co 
INCOME (Moathly io Rs) 
Upto 190 7 ae — 100 72 14 14 ico 
1Si—00 $1 4$ A $1 100 a? 4 a 100 
wl ~O \aa $i 5 46 ico \% * 8 too 
%i—7%9 2M 1 2 Pai 100 “4 iB) ‘3 vo 
751 —1000 ” ®? ’ is 100 42 it 7 100 
Above |000 41} 85 6 9 100 4) 1% 22 190 
Refuse! 108 65 13 22 100 as 18 14 100 
cIiTy 
Bombay 78 ~ é 4 100 i) 14 5 100 
Calcuiia 375 77 } 0 100 48 15 7 100 
Deth: 75 6 5 o) 1@ 64 10 26 100 
Madras 375 $1 $ 44 100 M 14 48 100 
TOTAL 1300 6 5 19 100 
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A. fe Peer opinion, is the non aligned movement effective without militery forces of its member Stotes ? 
IF * Yeo’ 
(>) 7 bemeeamdoaees of een cligned covsiricn con help 10 erene of conflict bet wees 


( Perceotages ) 








a J 





all 


Be vee te TM yg, MO an To 


























SEX 
Male re ee ee 4 , > ss ww 
Female a a | “wu 6¢te@e 1660 
AGE (ie years) 
uw 7 » 6 6 , 2 100 
“ww ® “a a. n SS wo 4—4 7 is ww 
Above 1 721 us» 6 Mw OO ’ i 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or less RA w 2! 40 m= 5 0 100 
Some Secondery 2 hCS«< no «© wo — 5 > ee ww 
Secondery completed or 

tome university ‘4 »n » Ww wt OD ? 2 #6 100 
Unversity degree or more nan #« ww» Se wo Ss UW i s« we 
OCCUPATION 
Professionals 108 $2 yn 17 100 6 4 2 an 100 
Businessmen and retail traders “60 COCO mn win 7 1 Ss wo 
Government officials and 

business executives 2 4 21 om ww Hn i ys ww 
White collar workers » vo n nn wo nh 9 i 5 wo 
Skilled workers » 4 n wo ns 6 > #* ww 
Ueskilied workers ™“ 46 33 ~ DP 13 A “4 wo 
Housewives %} 2&8 “ wo DD 6 2 nn we 
Others 4 7m nw © wo Ts 2 - #8 ww 
Not working — ret ired/usemployed mm #© ss MM oO HW * i «& ww 
INCOME (Moathly in Rs.) 
Upto 190 o,7rpenwe ⏑ 1660 
18*80 ne wns web = 2 ss wo 
wi— 0 asenmhweSs ws W@W $ 5 2m wo 
1 ~7% ™ ©w ) & oO wD ? 2 oo wo 
75) —1000 7 46 8 “ 100 uw 7 j “4 100 
Above 1000 633 4i 2 77 100 Nu + l 80 
Refusel 108 44 72 M4 07 — 17 2 86 100 
ciTy 
Bombey 575 $3 n Ss 100 44 7 1 47 100 
Calcutta 375 7 0 ä 100 23 12 2 63 100 
Dethi 575 “4 21 25 100 a} 9 2 46 100 
Madras 375 6 wn 7 mo 12 1 J ww 

TOTAL Total 1500 40 24 % 100 3 » 1 0 100 
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A. | @ poe favour depioyment of euch © peace-keeping force if ecoepted by belligerants ? 


B Beeld leds provide permane! for euch « peace-keeping force ' 





a 


A 














vd iq 




















; i i: se 
gif 2 28 2 32 & 
SEX 
Male ~— « » WwW Ww Mw 4 2 BH 100 
Female $82 N 1) % 0 8068 2 ! wo 10) 
AGE (ie years) 
Zi tw 7 ww WwW 4 oo 6” 4 1 62 100 
Mt “ ®@ “mw 4 mo 46 5 1 6 100 
Above 90 21 — 4 mo 8635 } - 8 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or less re ee) ee ee) ee. — — 71 100 
Some Secondary 22 Oo >, @© wo n ss @& ww 
Secondary completed or 
tome univernty Sa) yn eo 44 100 0M 2 ! 63 100 
University degree or more aes ww Ww wo 9 5 i ss ww 
OCCUPATION 
Pro‘essionals i ee ee) | | 4 i «4 100 
Businessmen and retail traders rr ee) ee | 4 2 — $7 100 
Government officials and 
business executives ss oo nF wD OO WNW 1 } $7 100 
White collar » orkers » 8 ”s 6, 7 NN } ‘ $7 100 
Skilled workers o 2 6 8 wo —9 $ i; ss 10 
Unoskilied workers u» 6 (OD y 7 * J 0 100 
Hoveewives ee.) oT 6! wo 806s 2 ! 72 100 
Others “o nese wo WwW 2 = B 100 
Not work ing—retired/unemployed m ws w 6&8 wo Nn $ i 62 
INCOME (Mosthly io Rs.) 
Upto 190 7 7 14 14 mm 7 — — 7 100 
1S1—O $1 2 6 9 0 80635 — — 73 100 
wi— #0 a“a 6 «DC CO mm 7 1 } 74 100 
1—750 ™ NW ms 4 100 3 3 i 63 100 
731— 1000 mm « bb & wo 40 } 1 6 100 
Above 1000 “wo oo wn» wv won 5 i $s? (00 
Refuse! oe ms 2m © WO Mm 4&4 = 7 100 
CITY 
Bormbey ms «8 Wf ts wo — ’ i M« wo 
Calcutta msm ss B@ Ww wo ®w 5 i 65 100 
Deibi m4 14 44 100 346 2 2 S8 100 
Medras 75) OS ' he wo it 1 i 87 100 
TOTAL im w WW « 0 & 4 1 61 100 
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A. Pe Pare canes © tee cnt tng ceets te companies the losces suffered by 


ip ‘VES’ 
s. ee ae. San gf ee te aponsor s caheme of special insurance of ali Ledians 


























_ (Pevcee tages) 
A 
No.of Va No Wo You! Ya 
dente ‘No’ or Total 
‘No 
— opiaton’ 
SEX 
Male 24k 1) 18 4 100 62 16 2 100 
Female $52 7 is 12 100 SB 15 77 
AGE (in years) 
21 to 35 817 75 1 6 100 « is 25 100 
Bio ® 46) 77 14 9 100 64 3 23 100 
Above 90 221 | 16 6 100 $7 21 2 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or lets 86 n 7 21 100 66 6 28 100 
Some Secondary 252 7s i" 14 100 9 16 25 100 
Secondary completed or 
some university $41 8 17 5 100 62 16 2 100 
University degree or more 621 6 21 1 100 0 16 24 100 
OCCUPATION 
Professionals 108 2 24 4 100 $$ 17 28 100 
Businessmen and retail traders 246 "7 17 6 100 63 14 23 100 
Government officials and 
butiness executives 92 16 2 4 100 53 23 24 100 
White collar workers 2p) 7" 18 A 100 67 i 2 100 
Skilled workers 83 82 13 $ 100 71 il 18 100 
Unskilled workers 24 67 17 16 100 63 4 33 100 
Housewives 263 n 14 100 57 is 2m 100 
Others a 6 24 — 100 $2 24 24 100 
Not working—retired/unemployed 250 90 16 4 100 Ct) 20 20 100 
INCOME (Moathly io Rs.) 
Upto 19 7 a6 14 — 100 nN 14 14 100 
151—300 51 67 14 19 100 9 8 33 100 
w1— $00 148 70 17 13 100 @ 10 wv 100 
$01 —750 254 % 17 7 100 59 17 24 100 
751—1000 729 96 12 2 100 69 17 14 100 
Above 1000 633 73 18 7 100 oo is 25 100 
Refusal 108 68 25 7 100 42 26 32 100 
CITY 
Bombay 375 7” 17 4 100 69 10 21 10 0 
Calcutta 375 75 14 11 100 64 1 25 10 
Dei: 375 44 r 5 100 71 13 16 100 
40 27 33 100 


Madras 375 67 25 8 100 
TOTAL 1 $00 76 17 7 100 61 iS 24 100 
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Would you approve of ladie's eforts to ep up off-shore oi! eaploration with foreign help 7 


























(Percentages) 
— — === 
No of No 
Yes No opipion Tora! 
SEX 
Male oan a) i" 6 100 
Female $$2 69 10 P| 100 
AGE (ia years) 
7i te 817 " 11 ii 100 
% to 462 7 iL 12 100 
Above #0 Pra 80 9 iT 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or less a6 62 + »” 100 
Some Secondary 252 6) 12 25 100 
Secondary completed or 
some udiversity $4) zi] "W it 100 
University degree or more 67! 86 10 4 100 
OCCUPATION 
Professionals 108 8s 14 i 100 
Businessmen and retail traders 246 80 TT 9 100 
Government officials and 
business execu tives 92 8s 12 } 1 
White collar workers 293 5 4 . 1or 
Skilled workers $3 0 13 7 100 
Unskilled workers 24 7$ * 17 1co 
Housewives %} 62 10 8 100 
Others 4 % 12 12 100 
Not working—retired unemployed 280 Ra 1 5 100 
INCOME (Moathly ia Rs ) 
Upto 150 7 14 - 100 
151— 300 9 61 4 33 100 
301 — $00 148 66 9 25 100 
3901 —750 284 74 12 14 100 
751—1000 Dou 8} B) 8 100 
Above 1000 633 8} 10 7 100 
Refusal 108 69 21 10 100 
CITY 
Bombey 175 1 $ 4 100 
Calcutta 375 4 16 1 100 
Deih: 175 10 6 100 
Madras 375 6} 12 25 1c 
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Weuld you favour the participation of multinationals ie the euptoretion of ladia’s off-chere oil 7 
(Percentages) 
Not 
































Male oan rv is 2 7 100 
Femele $52 $5 10 } ai 100 
AGE (ie years) 
2 to 3 817 @ 1s J 22 100 
“4% wo 462 64 i 2 2 100 
Above $0 721 65 i" 4 2 100 
EDUCATION 
Primary or less 86 47 12 } 8 100 
Some Secoodary 252 49 12 2 7 100 
Secondary completed or 

some voiversity $4} 62 14 2 22 100 
Universit ' degree of more 621 70 3 } 14 100 
OCCUPATION 
Professionals 108 67 17 i i$ 100 
Businessmen and retail traders 27 63 4 3 20 100 
Government officials and 

business execut | ves 92 I 13 1 is 100 
White collar workers 2») 71 12 2 is 100 
Skilled workers 83 $2 7 I 20 100 
Unskilled workers 24 7 4 — 25 100 
Housewives 43 bt 9 } 8 100 
Others 4 63 10 3 24 100 
Not working—retired/voemployed 250 65 16 1 16 100 
INCOME (Moathly io Rs.) 
Upto 150 $7 29 _ 14 100 
1Si—300 $1 35 24 2 9 100 
31 — $00 148 48 13 $ 34 100 
501 —730 254 $7 1S 2 26 100 
751—1000 299 67 14 i 17 100 
Above 1000 633 “8 12 3 17 100 
Refusal 108 $5 J 6 a 100 
cITy 
Bombay 375 6? 21 3 9 100 
Calcutta 375 67 . 1 26 100 
Delhi 375 9 12 3 16 100 
Madras 375 46 3 4 7 100 

TOTAL 1500 62 13 3 22 100 
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if ‘Ves’ 
Weald yoo favour cash « particigation because we seed sophisticated technology or their greater-rivs- 









































tahteg capacity 7 
(Percentages) 
— — — — 
of Techeo Risk Cao’ Not apolt- 
logy only Capacity Both say cab Total 
SEX 
Mole 048 1 4 20 l “4 100 
Pemaie $$2 » 5 2 2 44 100 
AGE (ie years) 
21 wo 3 817 6 5 19 2 AO 100 
4 wo 462 6 5 24 ! % 100 
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INDIA 


CIA ACCUSED OF ACTIVITY DURING NONALIGNED PARLEY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 81 p 7 


[Text] Mr Bhupesh Gupta (CPI) on Friday demanded in the Rajha Sabha an 
inquiry into the anti-Soviet, anti-Afghanistan and anti-Cuban campaign 
witnessed in the Capital during the Non-aligned Foreign Ministers' Conference 
and suspected the CIA's hand in it, reports UNI. 


Making a special mention, he said the Government must find out who were the 
people behind and who financed this campaign which, he felt, was aimed at 
dividing the non-aligned movement. 


Mr Gupta described it as imperialist attack on countries friendly to India. 


Supporting him, Mr G. C. Bhattacharya (DSF) called for a discussion on the 
matter. 


Mr Gupta also protested the security personnel's action in not allowing Com- 
rade Farooqi to sit in the front row at a function on Thursday where Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi was present. He said he himself was less qualified 
as freedom fighter than Comrade Farooqi to sit in the front row. 


He hoped the Government would take noteof this and instruct security branch 
to be more careful. 
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INDIA 


OFFICIAL ALLEGES CHINESE-AIDED BASES IN PAKISTAN 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 81 pp 1,9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25--The Minister of State for Defence, Mr Shivraj Pat 1, 
refused in the Lok Sabha today to be drawn into a discussion on whether the air 
bases being built in Pakistan by China were in the Pakistani-occupied Kashmir 
area. 





Answering a supplementary by Mr Karan Singh, Congress (U), to a question on 
the air bases, Mr Patil said it was not advisable to disclose those details. 


In answer to another supplementary, by Mr Indrajit Gupta (CPI), Mr Patil de- 
clined again to answer whether any such base was being built on Indian terri- 
tory occupied by China. "I muc: make it very clear that there are certain 
things which cannot be openly discussed, lest the information be used by our 
adversaries," he said. 


However, answering another point raised by Mr Gupta he said: "We have not given 
up our claim to the territory of Kashmir under foreign occupation." 


One point implied in his statement was that the bases being built were not 
Chinese ones. "I have not said anything about Chinese bases." he said. 


He was asked by Mr P. Rajagopal Naidu (Congress-I) whether the Government had 
lodged any protest with Pakistan and China over such bases. 


Mr Patil's answer was that the Government had not found it necessary to lodge 
any protest, since it knew that there was cooperation and collaboration between 
the two countries in this matter and felt that nothing would come out of such 
protests. But, he said it had been made clear informally (apparently to both 
countries) that this kind of thing would not strengthen friendship. 


He told Mr Ram Swarup Ram, (Congress-I), that the Government did have detailed 
information that the bases were being built. It was also concerned over their 
implication Against that background, "whatever steps are necessary are being 
taken" Mr Patil said. 


Mr K. C. Halder (CPI-M) asked whether in view of China's cooperation with Pakis- 
tan in constructing such bases India would seek Soviet assistance (apparently 
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for counter action). Mr Patil said just because China was assisting Pakistan 
in this matter, it does not follow" that India should seek other assistance. 
"We can look after ourselves." 


Answering supplementaries to another question, on China building a naval base 
near Karachi, Mr Patil assured members that the Government wanted to protect 

the country's interests as well as peace in this part of the world. "Every- 

thing that needs to be done is being done," he added. 


Mr Biju Patnaik (LD) asked what were India's defence arrangements to counter 
the air bases China was building. 


Mr Patil told him: "We are trying to see that the right atmosphere is created," 


The main question on the issue, put by Mr P. Rajagopal Naidu and Mr Ram Swarup 
Ram (both Congress-I), was whether the government was aware of the fact that 
China was building 12 air bases in Pakistan. These "may be used against India,' 
Mr Naidu said and asked whether the Government was aware of the Chinese build-up 
of special forces in the northern frontiers of India and that country's help to 
the Pakistani forces in the border area. If so, he asked what "are the steps 
being considered to counter the military designs of our neighbours?" 


The prepared answer, which Mr Patil read out was: "It has come to the Govern- 
ment's notice that Pakistan is building new airfields and renovating some air- 
fields which have not been in use. The Government has information that there 
is Chinese assistance. It will not be advisable to disclose other details." 


CSO: 4220 











INDIA 


PAPER ON PRC-PAKISTAN LINK, PRC THREAT 
8K100641 Delhi NATIONAL HERALD in English 25 Mar 81 p 7 
{[Editerial: "The Sword of Damocles") 


[Text] Pakistan invited China to build the Karakoram Highway across the Himalayas 
in 1967, It was completed in 1969 linking Kashmir through the Mintka Pass to 
Gilgit, which is connected to Rawalpindi, Islamabad and Karachi. Next the Chinese 
built an additional link road to Yarkand which is connected to Beijing, and now 
Beijing is connected by a series of all-weather road taking heavy traffic to 
Karachi. The latest etep in this obvious preparation to trip India is the project, 
being vigorously pureved, to provide road links from the Karakoram Highway to the 
line of actual control in Jammu and Kashmir. The military implication of the move 
ie that apart from Pakistani troops India will have to face Chinese troops should 
a new war start. This, together with the accelerated Pakistani efforts to go 
nuclear, may be calculated to overawe India, which even according to advocates 

of massive U.S. military aid to Pakistan continues to be the main target of General 
Ziaul Haq's war machine. 


India will have to devise ways to live with this threat and to deal with it when 

it materialises. But it will be interesting to learn how Pakistan itself proposes 
to deal with it. It will also be interesting what the West, which parrots so 
dutifully the time-worn imperial cry of a Russian drive to the warm waters of the 
south, thinks of this obvious Chinese drive to the Indian Ocean. With the Beijing- 
Karachi link a reality, and with connecting roads to the line of actual control 
pointing Like the sword of Damocles towards India, the day is not far when China 
will aleo become a West Asian power by courtesy of Washington: The Reagan admin- 
istration is bent on rearming Pakistan to contain Russia, and Pakistan itself is 
bent on getting rearmed to contain India. None of them seems to give a thought 

to the threat from China which, in a short time, may engulf Pakistan and set itself 
up ae the arbiter of affairs both in the Indian subcontinent and in West Asia. 





INDIA 


DESAI REPORTEDLY TURNED DOWN PAKISTANIS’ PLEA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Feb 81 p 5 
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INDIA 


‘FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION' GROUP FORMED 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25--A pro-Russian lobby of present and former Congress 
(1) Members of Parliament, a Few Leftist intellectuals and open spokesmen of 
the Soviet Union in India came into being here on Monday. 


The group was termed as "Friends of the Soviet Union," claiming the revival of 
the former “Friends of the Soviet Union," which was founded by Jawaharlal Nehru. 


A statement on the formation of the pro-Soviet Union association was released 
to the Press by Mr K. R. Ganesh, a former Union Minister, here yesterday. 


The first thing the new group, as soon as it was formed, did was to send a 
telegram to Russia's President, Mr Leonid Brezhnev, to convey its “highest re- 
gards, greetings and best wishes" and through him to the "esteemed delegates 
and friendly Soviet people" and to express a hope that “the successful culmi- 
nation of the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (cur- 
rently in session in Moscow) will be an event of great international signifi- 
cance." 


A meeting to form the "Friends of the Soviet Union" held here on Monday was 
attended by Mr K. R. Ganesh, Mr Shankar Dayal Sharma, M. P. and a former Con- 
gress president, Mre Roza Deshpande, gereral secretary of the breakaway CPI 
faction--All-India Communist Party--Prof Nurul Hasan, former Education Minis- 
ter, Dr Satish Chandra, former Chairman of the University Grants Commission, 
and Mr Shashi Bhushan, a former M.P. 


Those who attended the meeting included Mr V. N. Gadgil, M.P. and former Union 
Minister for Defence Production, Mr H.K.L. Bhagat, M.P. and former Union Min- 
ister for Works and Housing, Mr K.N. Singh, former M.P., Mr Naval Kishore Sharma, 
M.P., Me R.L. Bhatia, M.P., Mr N.N. Pandey, M.P., Mr Eduardo Faleriro, M.P., 

Mrs Mohmoeda Begum, joint secretary, AICC (I), Mr R.K. Sinha, Mr Shashi 

Bhushan and Mr Aziz Quereshi, ex-Minister Madhya Pradesh. 


No official member of the CPI either in Parliament or outside has so far be- 
come a member of the new lobby. Most of those who attended the meeting to form 
the association are known sympathizers of the CPI and support the foreign policy 
of the Soviet Union. Some of them were even members of the CPI before they had 
joined the Congress. 
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INDIA 





DETAILS OF INDIAN-GDR AGREEMENT REPORTED 


7 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 81 pp 1, 


(Text | ‘1B Industry Ministers of 
India and GDR signed on 
Friday a protocol at the conclu- 
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tion of the projects in Gujarat and Rajasthan for mining of lignite for indus- 
trial purposes and also for power generation. 


Collaboration 


The possibilities of obtaining technical collaboration in the fields of 
machine tools, agricultural machinery, textile machinery and high voltage 
testing equipment from GDR, were also identified. Both GDR and Hindustan 
Machine Tools are to examine proposals for the establishment of a school of 
graphic arts in India. 


It was further agreed to expand and diversify the two-way transfer of technol- 
ogy. The objective of these transfers would be to ensure that the latest and 
the most relevant technology is interchanged to the mutual benefit of both 
countries. 


It was also recognised that the two sides should jointly apply themselves not 
only to the development of technologies but also to importing mutually bene- 
ficial technologies from other sources. if necessary. It was also agreed that 
efforts should be made for increasing the supply of Indian machinery and engi- 
neering goods to GDR particularly textile machinery. 
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INDIA 


HISTORY OF INDO-ITALIAN COOPERATION REVIEWED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Feb 61 p 6 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25. The Italian Foreign Minister, Mr Emilio Colombo, 
is arriving in Delhi tomorrow on a three-day visit for talks on bilateral co- 
operation, as part of the efforts under way for closer links with the European 
community in both political and economic spheres. 


As one of the members of the Aid India Consortium, Italy has been extending 
credits since 1962 to finance import of industri-|l equipment and services, 
besides playing a helpful role in opening up the European Common Market to a 
wider range of Indian exports. 


But it is mainly in the development of oil industry that Italy has made a 
unique contribution over the last 25 years in breaking the monopoly of the 
big Western companies which were not forthcoming with offers of technical 
assistance except on their own terms. 


The Ttalian Government-owned ENI--Ente Nationale Idrocarrburi--was the first 
foreign company from the West that offered oil exploration, drilling, refining 
and pipeline construction. 


The second major contribution by Italy was made in the field of fertilizers 

and petrochemicals with technical know-how and equipment. ENI, operating through 
its many subsidiaries, secured contracts for the urea-based Phulpur, Trombay 

and Bharuch fertilizer plants, which enabled the Italian combine to bid success- 
fully for the two controversial complexes at Thal Vaishet and Hazira in the 

face of stiff international competition. 


Tie-Ups: There are nearly 200 manufacturing units in India, both in the public 
and private sectors, with collaboration arrangements ranging from oil, fertili- 
zers, petrochemicals, mining, metallurgy, power generation and railway electri- 
fication to automobiles, scooters, textiles, synthetic fibers, dyestuffc, 
pharmaceuticals, electronics, and tyres and tubes. 


The Indo-Italian economic cooperation which started with industrial col labora- 
tin in isolated enterprises in various sectors has assumed over the last quar- 
ter of a century, the dimensions of large-scale participation in the country's 
development. 
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An economic and technical cooperation agreement ia being signed during Mr Colom- 
bo's visit to inatitutionalise thie cooperation, The intention is to provide a 
proper framework for increased Italian participation in India's economic devel- 
Opment and also the pooling of their technical expertise and manpower resources 
in setting up joint petrochemical and other ventures abroad, especially in the 
Gulf region, 


ENIL, for example, is already collaborating with India's ONGC in ofl] exploration 
and production in the Gulf region. The Gulf countries are aleo interested in 
availing of the know-how that India hac already acquired from Italy in several 
other fields outside the petro-chemical aphere. 


Stagnant: But the trade between India and Italy which increased rapidly in the 
earlier years of this new economic relationship has remained stagnant after the 
initial growth for a variety of reasons. 


An attempt is, therefore, being made to achieve greater diversification by ex- 
tending Indian exports from the traditional items like tea, coffee, jute, leather 
and iron ore to machine tools, metal forgings, automobile ancillaries, electronic 
components, textiles and food products. 


The Italian share of Indian exports to the European Economic Community is 
roughly 11 per cent, while India has been importing about seven per cent of 
its total from Western Europe. 


But Italy still ranks as the fourth largest buyer of Indian products in the EEC 
and the eighth in the world. The two countries see considerable scope for both 
expansion and diversification of their trade. 


The Italian Foreign Minister is visiting India to give a political dimension to 
this growing economic relationship which has come to assume great importance 
in qualitative terms. There is no other country, including the Soviet tnion, 
which is collaborating with India over such a wide range of industry, although 
quantitatively, the total amount of investment involved is relatively small 
compared with other nations. 


First Contacts: The first contacts between India and Italy can be traced to as 
far back as the Fifth Century, when ancient Romans used to import Indian spices. 
The two old civilisations established close links which were subsequently snapped 
in the wake of decaying empires and foreign invasions. 


But the people of modern Italy are still attracted by the magic spell of dis- 
tant India which is associated in their minds with the mystique of the Orient. 


After the nightmare of fascism and the humiliation of defeat and occupation, 

the successive post-war governments in Italy have worked for European unity 

and better international understanding which made a great impression on the 
leaders of the emerging nations which had become free after shedding the shackles 
of colonialian. 
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Nehru made the first move to establish a good relationship with Ltaly during 
the 19508 at the height of the cold war since he felt that a country which 
went through the horrore of fasciam was well qualified to appreciate the 
blessings of freedom, The first steps for Indo-Italian economic cooperation 
were taken in his time and Mre Gandhi, in turn, has kept up the momentum, 
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INDIA 


GANDHI, ZILA REPORTEDLY MAY MEET IN JUNE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Islamabad, February 22--A Pakistani newspaper today reported the possi- 
bility of a summit meeting between President Gen. Zia-ul-Haq and the Prime 
Minister, Mre Indira Gandhi, in June or July this year. 


The Rawalpindi Urdu daily, NAWA-I-WAQT, said according to diplomatic and of fi- 
cial sources in Delhi certain circles were preparing grounds for a meeting 
between the two leaders and if it comes about it might be held after the cur- 
rent session of Indian parliament. 


The Indian embassy here had no information on the summit move and described it 
as "premature." However, a spokesman of the mission indicated the possibility 
of the Pakistani foreign affairs secretary-general, Mr Shah Nawaz, visiting 
India in the near future. 


The Indian external affairs minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, had also accepted 
the Pakistani foreign minister, Mr Agha Shahi's invitation to visit Islamabad 
extended at the time for latter's visit to New Delhi in July. 


NAWA-I-WAQT report said Mr Rao was likely to visit Pakistan in the near future. 
Apart from exchanging views with Mr Shahi, he would call on President Zia and 
details of the summit meeting would be worked out. A meeting of foreign 
secretaries would precede Shahi-Rao talks, it added. 


The daily said the need for top-level contacts between the two countries was 
being felt in view of the intense awareness in New Delhi of the desirability 
of cordial relations between India and Pakistan. 


Pakistan's role at the non-aligned foreign ministers’ conference, particularly 


in regard to Afghanistan, had also made the chances of bringing the two 
nations closer favourable, it said. [as published] 
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INDIA 


REPORT ON GANDHI'S 25 FEBRUARY SPEECH IN RAJYA SABHA 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 81 pp 1,9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25--Mre Gandhi today expressed her “pain and anguish" 
over the agitation in Gujarat and hoped that sanity would prevail there. It 
was "tragic and deplorable" that such a thing should happen in the land of 
Mahatma Gandhi, the Prime Minister said intervening in the four-day debate on 
the President's Address in the Rajya Sabha. 


She made it clear that some political parties were encouraging the anti-reser- 
vation agitation in Gujarat. 


At the same time, she affirmed what she described as “our moral obligation and 
constitutional responsibility" to promote the educational interests of the 
poor, particularly of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 


If weaker sections were to take their rightful plece in society, their process 
of social advancement had to be accelerated. 


Though she did not amplify, she said that steps should be taken to ensure that 
merit did not suffer in the process and no section of society felt discriminated 
against. 


She read out her speech which lasted 30 minutes from a prepared text and de- 
parted from it to add a sentence or two, only towards the end. The Prime Min- 
ister received loud applause from the Treasury Benches before and after her 
speech, but somehow it seemed to have little or no impact although she did 
cover a wide range of subjects--Gujarat, Assam, economic situation, industry, 
law and order, Sixth Plan, women and the foreign policy. 


Referring to Assam, the Prime Minister said the Government was trying and 
“shall try" to find a lasting solution to the foreigners’ problem "acceptable 
to all" and “this can only be through consultations." An atmosphere of peace 
and non-violence was necessary for it. ohe described as "fantastic" the 
Opposition charges that her Government had refused to cooperate with them in 
solving national problems. 


If there were one aspect on which the Government had been consulting the Oppo- 
sition “separately or collectively,” it was on the Assam issue. Unfortunately, 
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even then some parties had openly supported continuance of the agitation, 
"We have shown preat patience and understanding in solving the problem but 
thie has not been reciprocated" by those involved in the agitation. Her 
Government remained a “silent spectator" even when violence took place, 
the Prime Minister added, 


She charged the Opposition with creating major obatructions for the Govern- 
ment in finding an acceptable solution to the Assam issue. Even the steps 
suggested by the agitators could not be taken by the Government because of 
the unhelpful attitude of the Opposition. She regretted that some elements 
in Assam were resorting to terrorism, 


After her speech, Mr Dinesh Goswami (Ind) pleaded for an early solution to 
the Assam problem and asked what the Government thought of the students’ offer 
for talks. "We are ready for talks. In fact, there had been an unbroken 
effort," the Prime Minister replied. 


Previous Governments 


Interestingly, Mrs Gandhi said she did not want to refer to the former Janata 
or the Lok Dal Governments but added that "facts have to be re-stated." The 
infrastructure of the economy was allowed to "run to the seed," according to 
her. 


She had no time for "recrimination" and she was not for criticism for the sake 
of criticism. But she had to refer to the previous Governments to clarify issues. 
She did so repeatedly while reeling of f statistics comparing their fiasco with 
her regime in her bid to prove that hers was better. 


The Prime Minister did not spare the previous Governments when she referred 
to international relations. She wondered how those who criticized India's 
role in the recent non-aligned conference could forget the "disastrous perfor- 
mance” of the Lok Dal Government's delegation at the Nairobi Commonwealth 
meeting and at the Havana summit of the nonaligned. 


Mrs Gandhi quoted figures in support of her charge that before she took over 
(in 1980) there had been all round deterioration in the economy and law and 
order situation. The agitations launched by the Opposition “towards the end 
of my previous regime" had already weakened the national fabric and authority. 
Even those sections of society which should have been non-political were 
“politicized,” she alleged. 


Mrs Gandhi claimed that there had been improvement on the industrial front, in 
the infrastructure which was slowly reflecting itself in higher productivity. 
Vital sections were showing increasing utilization of installed capacity. 

But while referring to the labour front, she blamed some "interested" parties 
for "misguiding" workers to serve their own ends leading to increasing strikes 
and adoption of go-slow tactics. There had been marked deterioration in public 
sector profits from Rs 346 crores in 1974-77 period to Rs 190 crores during 
1977-80. 
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[It waw “ridiculous and unfair" to allege that her Government was not concerned 
with the welfare of farmers, She was "personally concerned" over harnessing 
renewable resources of energy for agriculture and industry. The Sixth Plan 
was a reaffirmation of her party's commitment to improving the lot of the 
toilers of the soil, The Sixth Plan proved that a correct direction was being 
given to the economy. 


Mre Gandhi ridiculed the "so-called" Janata Party plan "that never was," which 
some members tried to compare with the Sixth Plan. Neither the Janata Party 
nor the Lok Dal Governments gave its approval to it. But her Government 
realized the long way ahead and was conscious of the need to increase depen- 
dence on indigenous resources and technology. 


Mrs Gandhi deplored the tendency to decry che public sector. Rejecting criticism 
by some members, she pointed out that the Sixth Plan amply reflected her Govern- 
ment's commitment to land reforms and their implementation. She said the Govern- 
ment was concerned very much with the problems of the farmers. It recognized 


that unless the farmers got facilities, neither the agriculture nor industry 
could prosper. 


As for the foreign policy, her Government was bringing it “back on the track of 
non-alignment which was regarded as divided and weakened." This movement was 
getting consolidated as was evidenced from the recent ministerial conference 
here. She said India did not seek any leadership. "We believe in cooperation 
aud working in partnership. This was appreciated in the chanceries of the 
world,” she pointed out. 


She shared the concern of members regarding the problems of the minorities and 
said: "We regard protection of minorities as a national responsibility." The 
National Integration Council, had, therefore, been revived, she said and hoped 
that those who had chosen to stay out of the council would help in fostering 
amity among different sections of society. 


She sought cooperation of all sections of the people in solving the problems 
confronting the nation. Mrs Gandhi said: "This is the actual time to work 
together. Let us discuss matters calmly and coolly and try to solve the prob- 
lems in a spirit of national endeavour." 
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INDLA 


CONGRESS (U) LEADERSHIP ACCUSED OF INACTIVITY 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 22 Feb 81 p 12 


[Text] The West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee(U) leaders feel that the 
party is failing to fulfill its role as an Opposition, because of "inactivity 
and lack of initiative’ on the part of the central leadership. The WBPCC(U) 
proposes to place a resolution at the coming session of the AICC(U) in Delhi 
seeking a "dynamic leadership" from the high command. 


WBPCC(U) sources point out that for the past one year, the party has virtually 
failed to organize any movement on an all-India basis in the absence of any 
such directive from the central leadership. The State units in Maharashtra, 
Kerala, Karnataka, Bihar and West Bengal did organize some movements from time 
to time, but they had no countrywide impact. 


Though the WBPCC(U) will not seek any change in the leadership of the party, 
it will urge leaders to prepare programmes and give suitable guidance to the 
State units. The Pradesh leaders will also request the central leadership to 
take a definite stand on the question of six-party alliance. Confusion has 
been caused by the present policy of al!owing State units to decide their 
course of action regarding the formation of such alliance in different States, 
the sources say. Any decision on the issue should be applicable to all the 
State units, they feel. 


The central leadership, it is learnt, is sharply divided on the alliance ques- 
tion. While, the president of the party, Mr Devraj Urs, is keen on having such 
an alliance, Mr Jagjivan Ram is said to be against the formation of an alliance 
with the Communists. This is believed to be one of the reasons why the Working 
Committee has so far failed to take a definite stand on the issue. The matter 
is expected to be raised again at the next meeting of the Working Committee 
scheduled for February 25. The two-day AICC(U) session will commence on 
February 27. 


Meanwhile, a three-man delegation of the WBPCC(U) met Mr Jyoti Basu in Calcutta 
on Saturday to draw his attention to the "grave situation" prevailing in the 
Rajapur area, Murshidabad, following the killing of four Border Security Force 
personnel on February 14. They submitted a memorandum alleging that villagers 
in the nearby area had left their homes in panic. The delegation requested the 
Chief Minister to form an all-party committee, headed by the District Magis- 
trate, to inquire into the matter. According to Mr Sudip Bandopadhyaya, a mem- 
ber of the delegation, Mr Basu agreed to form an all-party committee. The two 
other members of the delegation were Mr Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi, president of 
the WBPCC(U), and Mr Azizur Rahaman, president, Murshidabad district committee 
of the party. 
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“Janata Party: 
The recent convention of the Janata party held at 


Sarnath has imbued the party with a new zest. 
tion it intends to follow is now clearer. 


[Text } 


PARTY DIRECTION CLEARER AFTER JANATA CONVENTION 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Feb 81 p 8 


[Article by K. K. Katyal: 
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BJP it is now seen to attract the people who are disillu- 


sioned by the performance of the Congress(I). 
lot more evidence is needed to support the party's claim 


that it has the attributes of a national alternative. 
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Closer to BJP 


Ae regards foreign policy, as also some domestic issues, the Janata party is 
Closer to the BJP than to any other group, The two are equally vehement in 
their criticiem of the Government's "tilt" towarde the Soviet Union, apart 
from ite attitude towards neighbouring countries and what is deacribed aa the 
lack of effectiveness and initiatives in dealing with the present day crisis, 


The Sarnath document on the international situation said that "the hasty 
recognition of the Heng Samarin Government, the hesitancy to condemn the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan or to appreciate it as a long-term threat to 
the region as a whole, have resulted in growing isolation from our neighbours, 
within the Non-Aligned movement and in the forums of the U.N. never before has 
India been so isolated,” 


The BJP's perceptions are not any different. The Janata stance on foreign 
affairs would rule out association with it of the elements represented by 
Mr H. N. Bahuguna or Mr Chandrajit Yadva, both friends of the Soviet Union. 


But there was no support among the rank and file to suggestions for institu- 
tionalising cooperation with the BJP. This was clear when Mr Samar Guha's 
plea found no takers. Mr Guha would have liked a warm reference to the BJP 
in the political resolution on these Lines. 


Air of Optimiem 


"The Janata party and the BJP, among all other Opposition parties, are now 
seen to attract attention of the people again. Quickly disillusioned by the 
performance of the personal raj of the Congress(I) the people are now in a 
new mood to search for a national alternative. They are watching the activ- 
ities of the two Janatas and want their revival. This has created an air of 
optimism in the leaderships of the two Janata parties." Significantly, this 
formulation did not find a place in the final resolution. 


Sarnath served to strengthen the Janata party's belief in its capacity to re- 
emerge as a national alternative. This optimism was based on (1) the party's 
“presence” in all parts of the country in the north, south, east and west, 
(2) the youthfulness and dynamism of its leaders, and (3) their known inte- 
grity. 


As against this, the BJP was seen as having in-built handicaps (because it 
would have difficulty in winning the allegiance of the Muslims and other 
minorities), the Lok Dal was seen cracking because of the personal style of 
Mr Charan Singh (which was responsible for the exit from the party of his 
senior associates), the communists were considered unable to establish their 
base outside their strongholds, like West Bengal and Kerala, and the Congress 
(U) was regarded as a party of leaders. 


These claims do not fit in with the realities. Sarnath was, undoubtedly, a 
personal triumph of Mr Chandra Shekhar. A lot more evidence would be needed 


to support the Janata party's claim--that it has the attributes of a national 
alternative. 
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INDIA 


JANATA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE TO MEET END OF MARCH 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 23 Feb 61 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 22=-Mr Chandra Shekhar, re-elected president of the 
Janata Party at Sarnath, today dropped the two general secretaries of the 
party, Mr Subramanian Swamy and Mr Surendra Mohan, but retained them as mem- 
bere of the national executive. 


The national executive had authorized Mr Chandra Shekhar to name ite new 
members and the Janata office-bearers. The party president has raised the 
number of general secretaries from three to five. They ere: Mr R.K. Hegde, 
Mr Ravindra Varma, Dr Sarojini Mahishi, Mr Sved Shahabuddin and Mr Bapu 
Kaldate. 


Mr Indubhai Patel will be the treasurer of the party. Mr Swamy offered to 
stand for the post of president against Mr Chandra Shekhar at the Sarnath 
convention of the party but subsequently withdrew his candidature. 


Mr Morarji Desai is among the 11 permanent invitees to the meetings of the 
national executive. The first meeting is to be held here on March 28 and 29. 
The other permanent invitees are Mr P. C. Sen, the veteran West Bengal leader, 
Mr S. M. Joshi, Mr N. G. Goray, Mr Nijalingappa, Mr H. V. Kamath, Mr Ashoka 
Mehta, Mr Babubhai Patel, Mr Moinuddin Harris, Dr Sushila Nayar and Mr H.M. 
Patel. 


Mr Prem Bhasin, Mr Dev Gowda, Mr G. GC. Parikh, Mr Digvijavy Narayan Singh, 

Mr Rudolf Rodrigues, Mrs Shyvama Sharma, Mr Shambhunath Nayak, Mr P. Mehta and 
Mr Om Prakash Srivastava are among the 15 special invitees named by Mr Chandra 
Shekhar. 


The 40-member national executive will include Mr Madhu Dandavate, Mr Samar Guha, 
Mr Piloo Mody, Mr Satvandra Naravan Sinha, Mr Viren Shah, Mr Krishna Kant, Mr 
Ram Sunder Das, Mr Ram Dahn, Mr Brijlal Varma, Mr Gauri Shankar Rai, Mr Golan 
Botbora, Mr Samarendra Kundu, Mr Era Sezhiyan, Mre Pramila Dandavate, Mre 

Sushma Swarai and Mr M. M. S. Sidhu. 
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INDIA 


SWAMY, MOHAM DROPPED AS JANATA SECRETARIES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Fev 61 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, February 22--Dr Subramaniam Swamy, who was an aspirant for 
the Janata party presidentship at the recent Sarnath conference, was today 
dropped as one of the general secretaries by the party president, Mr Chandra 
Shekhar. 


Dr Swamy had filed his nomination for the highest party post but was persuaded 
to withdraw from the contest to enable Mr Shekhar to get elected unanimously. 


Dr Swamy had at one time claimed that he enjoyed solid following in the party 
having brought with him 35 per cent of the RSS cadres into the Janata party 
told. 


Dr Swamy's views on foreign policy matters may also have been somewhat out 
of tune with those of the party leadership. He had been strongly advocating 
closer ties with Pakistan, China and the U.S. 


His views on the Soviet presence in Afghanistan and a more conciliatory 
approach to Pakistan appeared to be shared by the former Prime Minister, 

Mr Morarji Desai, whose name has been included among the permanent invitees, 
but not necessarily by the other leaders. 


Along with Dr Swamy, another general secretary to be dropped by Mr Shekhar is 

Mr Surendra Mohan. The party will now have five general secretaries instead 

of four. They are Mr Ramakrishna Hegde, Mr Ravindra Varm, Dr Sarojini 
Mahishi, Dr Syed Shehabuddin and Dr Bapu Kaldate. The new treasurer is Mr Indu- 
bhai Patel. 


Dr Swamy and Mr Mohan have however, been retained as members of the recon- 
stituted national executive among whom are also Mr Medhu Dandavate, Leader of 
the Janata group in the Lok Sabha, Mr Piloo Mody, Mr Samar Guba and Mr Krishan 
Kant. 
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TRIPURA EXTREMISTS RESIGN OFFICIAL POSTS 


Madras THE HINDU in Engliah 23 Feb 81 p 6 
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INDIA 


ASSAM MINORITIES PANEL MEETS WITH GANDHI 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Feb 81 pp 1,9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 20--A delegation of the Citizens’ Rights Preservation 
Committee met Mre Gandhi here today and demanded that it be made a party to 
any future negotiations on the “so-called foreign nationals" issue in Assam. 
The committee claimed to be “the representative body of the linguistic, reli- 
gious and ethnic minorities of Assam." 


The delegation consisted of Mr Dakshinaranjan Deb, Mr T. P. Bhattacharyya, Mr 
Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar, Mr N. R. Choudhury and Mr Mustafa Shaidul Islam. It 
told the Prime Minister that the Government employees who actively participated 
in the Assam agitation should be brought to book, and that the Centre should 
come to the aid of the State Government in manning the senior offices in the 
executive departments and civil and police administrations. 


It urged that steps be initiated to change the structure of the administra- 
tion which will reflect the population pattern in the administrative set-up 
at all levels and that the deployment of the Central Reserve Police Force 
should continue till normalcy returned to the State. 


The committee said steps should be taken to provide security to the examinees 
belonging to the minority community in and around the examination centres 
during the period of board and university examinations, and also to ensure 
security to teachers and students on the campuses. 


The committee member urged the Prime Minister to take steps to rehabilitate all 
victims of atrocities and to bring back all those who had to take shelter in 
camps outside the State. The Government, the delegation said, should rehabili- 
tate them by ensuring security, pay adequate compensation for loss of or damage 
to their properties and should provide adequate funds for the purpose. 


The committee wanted that all "quit India” notices served on Indian citizens 
in defiance of the position taken by the Government of India in this respect 
be withdrawn and further issue of such notices be stopped totally pending in- 
struction from the Government on the basis of the policy announced in Parlia- 
ment. 


It urged the Prime Minister that under no circumstances any unreasonable con- 
cessions be made to the agitators, while “efforts are on for a negotiated 
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settlement with the agitators” and that the Government of India should "stick 
to ite already proclaimed policy decision in regard to identification of 
foreigners," 


The memprandum suggested that full investigations be conducted to find out the 
culprits who allegedly murdered members of the minority community during the 
agitation and the offenders be punished severely. All false cases inatituted 
against the members of the minority community should be withdrawn. 


[It was stated that the State Integration Council should be reconstituted with 
dedicated workers from all religious, Linguistic and ethnic groups in the 
State and to achieve communal harmony and national integration, a masse mobili- 
zation programme should be initiated, by associating with it the State units 
of political parties having faith in the objective of such programme. 


The delegation told Mre Gandhi that the newly-installed popular Government was 
facing the situation in Assam firmly and this had helped restore the morale of 
the democratic-minded peace-loving people of the State and instilled a sense 
of security among the minorities--religious, linguistic and ethnic. 


The Prime Minister reportedly told the delegation that the Government was 
aware of the situation in Assam. 


UNI adds: The Assam Pradesh Youth Congress(U) today welcomed the All-Assam 
Students’ Union's decision to resume the negotiations on the foreigners’ issue 
with the Centre without any precondition. 


The assistant general secretary of AASU, Mr Bharat Narah, has been detained 
under the National Security Act, a senior Government official said in Gauhati 
today. 


Mr Narah, was arrested yesterday on some specific charges but the police today 
confirmed his detention under the act. 


hill regional parties of north-east India have offered to help solve the Assam 
problem which, they say, affected the life and economy of the entire region 
“and the nation as a whole.” 


The Forum of Hill Regional Parties of North-east India which concluded a two- 
day meeting in Shillong today decided to send a four-member group to meet the 
national leadership in Delhi and leaders of Assam, including those spearheading 
the movement. 
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INDIA 


ASSAM MINORITY REPRESENTATIVES MEET DELHI LEADERS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 81 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25<-A five-member delegation of the Citizens’ Rights 
Preservation Committee, Assam, and the All Assam Minority Students Union, on 
Tuesday met the Prime Minister; the Union Home Minister, Mr Zail Singh; the 
Commerce Minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee; the Communications Minister, Mr C. M. 
Stephen and officials of the Union Home Ministry and M.P.s, to urge them 

that "representatives of all the minority communities should also be called 

to participate in the negotiations that the Centre has with the Assam agitation 
leaders, in order to arrive at a solution acceptable to all the people of the 
State.’ 


The delegation members said that since the installation of the popular Govern- 
ment under the leadership of Mrs Anwara Taimur, the economy and law and order 
situation had improved and the minorities were solidly behind the Government. 
Any design to destabilize the Government would be firmly resisted by the peo- 
ple of Assam and minorities in particular. The delegation welcomed the deci- 
sion of expanding the present Ministry in Assam. 


In the course of discussions with the Central leaders, the delegation vehemently 
condemned the extremist activities of some of the agitators. They felt that the 
agitators were trying to terrorize the people, as well as the Government by 
planting bombs at radio stations, railway tracks, oil pipelines and defence 
installations. 


The delegation urged the Central leaders "to remember that Assam does not belong 
to the agitating section of the people only, and it belongs to the minorities as 
well.” Therefore, representatives of the minorities should be associated in any 
discussions that take place with the agitation leaders. 


Mr Dilip Chakravorty, organizing secretary of the Citizens’ Rights Committee 


and adviser to the AAMSU, led the delegation. Other members were Mr Basudev 
Gupta, Mr Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr Patnik and Mr Ram Bahadur Chetri. 
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INDIA 


MUSLIM PARLEY DEMANDS SOVIETS LEAVE AFGHANISTAN 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Feb 81 p 9 


[Text] Hyderabad, February 22 (PTL)--The Jamaat-e-Islami-i-Hind has demanded 
“unconditional, total and immediate" withdrawal of all Soviet forces from 
Afghanistan and restoration of its former status as a "non-aligned independent" 
country. 


A resolution to this effect was adopted by a sub-committee of the Jamaat on the 
second day of its sixth all-India session at Wadi-e-Huda, near here, yesterday. 
The Jamaat, while condemning the "aggression," assured the people of Afghanis- 
tan of its unstinted support to the cause of their freedom from "foreign domina- 
tion.” It called universal brotherhood, in general, and the Muslim countries, 
in particular, to use all their resources againsc the "Soviet aggressors” and 
force them to heed the call of “fairness and justice." 


The sub-committee, which adopted the resolution, was presided over by Sheikh 
Saleh Saood Dean, students affair, Riyadh University. 


The sub-committee on peasants and labourers resolved to form a trade 
union to propagate "moral and Islamic" values among the peasants and labourers 
and to organise them on the “basis of justice and equality.” 


The resolution said such a trade un on would strive to achieve moral and mater- 
ial uplift and all-sided development of the communities. 


An Ll-member ad hoc committee will be constituted, which will present its report 
to the central advisory committee. 


In another resolution, the sub-committee appeared to the governments of the 
Philippines, Thailand, Eritreia and Burma to treat the Muslim minorities 
“fairly and large-heartedly" and protect and safeguard their legitimate rights 
according to the provision of the charter of the United Nations Organisation. 


It noted with concern that the Muslim minorities were being subjected to 
“oppression persecution and discrimination" in these countries. 


The committee called upon all justice-loving countries to raise their voice 
against the alleged inhuman and discriminatory treatment being meted out to 
the Muslim minorities in these countries. 
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The resolutions were released to the press today. 
Koran Translations 


Translations of the Koran in 12 languages were released to mark the celebra- 
tions of the dawn of 15th century of Hijri--Islamic calendar. 


The holy text has been translated and published in Assemese, Bengali, Punjabi, 
Gu'arati, Marathi, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam, Hindi, Urdu and English. 
They were released by Moulana Abdulla Abdul Mohsin al-Turki, vice-Chancellor 
of King Muhammad Saud University, Riyadh. 


The copies of the translated Koran were presented to Muslims and non-Muslism, 
who recited the first chapter, "Surah Fateh," in the language. 


Later, the Moulana assured the people that the people of Saudi Arabia would 
help [Indians in the propagation of Islam, as the teachings of Islam and the 
Koran served as guidance to all mankind. He urged Muslims to learn Arabic in 
order to understand fully the teachings of the Prophet. 


Shaik Abdulla al-Zayed, vice-Chancellor, Islamic University, Medina, exhorted 
the Muslims to forget their differences and come together. Asking the Indian 
scholars to publish the Islamic literature and the Koran in Indian languages, 
he assured them the help of the university in the task. 


Mr Mustaf Attaha, leader of the international Islamic federation of students' 
organisation, saw the signs of uprising in Afghanistan and Syria on the lines 
of Iran. 


Ayotulla Sayyed Ali Khomanaie, Imam of Jume of Teheran, and member, council 

of defence of Iran, spoke about the sacrifices made by the Iranian people for 
the Islamic revolution. He said efforts were being made to follow the Islamic 
principles in Iran in full spirit. 


Moulana Abul Lais Islahi Nadvi, former president of the Jamaat-e-Islam-i-Hind, 
who presided, called upon the Muslims to pool the resources for the material 
and spiritual development. 


The Muslims, he said, should inculcate sense of self-confidence and should not 
be critical of others for creating obstacles in their path. 


Indira's Message 
In a message, the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, said: "Islam has left an 
indelible impression on human civilisation and has contributed significantly 


to the Indian culture and life." 


Mrs Gandhi extended her greetings on the successful completion of the programme 
and warmly congratulated the people of the country. 
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The Vice-President, Mr M, Hidayatullah, in his measage said that it was 
most appropriate to celebrate the occasion in a fitting manner as India had 
the second biggest segment of Muslime in the world, 


Mr P. V. Marasimha Rao, Union minister for external affairs, in a message, 
said that the Hijrah (migration) from Mecca to Medina of the Prophet had 
left a deep impression on subsequent events in history. The Hijrah has a 
high water mark in the history of Islam, and "Islamic heritage of India is 
a reality." 


Messages of greetings were also received from, among others, the ambasee’ors 
of several Arab and Gulf countries, Union and state ministers and the / ura 
Pradesh chief minister, Mr T. Anjiah, and the governor, Mr K. C. Abraham. 
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INDIA 


EMBASSIES WARNED AGAINST GRANTING ASYLUM 
Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Feb 81 p 1 
[Article by G. K. Reddy: "Foreign Exbassies Told Not To Encourage Defections"] 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 20--The Goverment of India has notified the diplomatic 
missions in Delhi that it does not recognise their right to grant political 
asylum, shelter or refuge to persons, whether foreign nationals or Indian citi- 
zens, within their premises other than to those who have legitimate reasons to 
stay there. 


The circular was issued, in accordance with the Vienna convention, following 
a series of incidents over the years involving foreign missions which clearly 
exceeded their rights in harbouring foreign rationals in the premises or 
granting political asylum while they were still on Indian soil without refer- 
ence to the host Government. 


The matter was raised in Parliament today during question hour when a member of 
the Rajya Sabha, Mr Sadashiv Bagaitkar (LD), asked whether the Government had 
given any directions to foreign diplomatic missions to this effect. 


The Law Minister, Mr Shiv Shankar, who was answering questions on behalf of the 
External Affairs Minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, confirmed that the necessary 
instructions had been issued by the Government. 


The first such incident occurred on Indian soil in early 1967, when Stalin's 
daughter, Svetlana, who was on a private visit to Delhi, slipped away from the 
Soviet Ambassador's residence and sought asylum in the near-by American Embassy, 
which helped her to leave India with U.S. travel documents. 


A second incident took place three years later when a young Soviet citizen from 
Central Asia, who came to India with a youth delegation, sought refuge at the 
British High Commission. 


The then Soviet Ambassador, Mr Pegov, stoutly challenged the U.S. right to 
grant him asylum from Delhi, when he was quietly shifted to the American 
Embassy, where eventually a Soviet representative was allowed to interview 
him. 
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The latest incident which occurred recently relates to a Libyan diplomat who 
denounced the Qadhdhafi regime and took shelter in the Iraqi Embassy before 
leaving India to claim political asylum abroad. 


Though as a diplomat he had a right to approach the Iraqi Embassy for asylum, 
the Government of India did not approve of his action in denouncing the Libyan 
Government on Indian soil whatever the reason for his decision. 


In the early ‘fifties at the height of the cold war, a Czech diplomat from 
India and sought asylum in the United States. [as published] More recently, 
three Pakistan diplomats from East Bengal defected from the Pakistan High Com- 
mission in 1971 during the Bangladesh conflict after strongly denouncing the 
brutalities of the martial law regime there. 


The former Afghan Ambassador sought asylum in Italy after the overthrow of the 
Daud regime and left Delhito settle down in Rome. 


The Government of India has no objection to any Delhi-based diplomat or foreign 
national who has genuine reasons to seek political asylum approaching the dip- 
lomatic missions concerned, But it does not approve of foreign embassies 
actively encouraging defections or offering shelter to such persons as part of 
a political confrontation or propaganda exercise against the concerned State. 
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INDIA 


MIZO LEADER WANTS NATIONAL FRONT MEETING 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Feb 81 p ll 


[Text] Shillong, Feb. 20--Two MNF personnel have left Aizawl for their head- 
quarters in the Arakans with a message from their leader, Mr Laldenga, it is 
reliably learnt. Mr Laldenga's son Danmawia arrived in Aizawl last week and 
is still there contrary to expectations that he, too, would leave for the MNF 
headquarters. 


Mr Laldenga's message apparently stresses the need for the MNF executive to 
meet at the earliest. It should have met at the end of July or early August 
last year. The failure to meet was attributed to MNF fears about their per- 
sonal safety with the People's Conference in power Subsequently, the emphasis 
was pegged to the imminent grant of Statehood--the "Christmas gift" which Mr 
Yashpal Kapoor had promised the people of Mizoram. Mr Laldenga's trusted aide, 
Mr Aichhinga, was awaiting word from Mr Laldenga when this reporter met him in 
Aizal shortly after Christmas. 


Forces opposed to Brigadier Sailo, the Chief Minister, dramatized Mr Laldenga's 
meeting with the Prime Minister in the New Year and aroused great expecta- 
tions. The Centre made it clear, however, that Statehood was conditional on 
the underground surrendering all arms and coming overground. The "free zone" 
idea to encourage MNF bands to move into Chhimtuipui, Mizoram's southern dis- 
trict, by pulling out security forces from the district was perhaps rejected 
out of hand. 


In fact, at one stage Mr Laldenga got the message that he was dragging his feet. 
But the reported 60-day "ultimatum" was unlikely, since it was not in keeping 
with the spirit of the negotiations hitherto. Mr Laldenga's supporters and the 
Congress(I) leader, Mr Thanhawla, in particular, had accused the People's Con- 
ference of thwarting a peace settlement. 


Mr Laldenga had publicly demanded President's rule in the Union Territory or 
dismissal of the Sailo Ministry. A people's Conference spokesman reiterated 
that "we can stop down at any time provided there is a final settlement". 
Ruling party sources add that the sending of messengers to the Arakan is not 
new; what is needed is sincerity honesty and “ultimately the real deed." 


The central executive of the People's Conference is meeting in Aizawl to 
review its constitution and recent developments. Brigadier Sailo's reservations 
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concerning Mr Laldenga are not unfounded. The former MNF chief, Mr Baikchhunga, 
and his brigade commander Zamana were among those who quit in protest 

against Mr Laldenga's dual intentions and alleged secret instruction to elim- 

inate them, Observers are not unduly impressed by Mr Laldenga desire to dis- 

cuss the next step with his executive, since men like Mr Zoramthanga, the MNF 

vice-president, are unquestioning supporters and will obey him implicitly. 

Mrs Gandhi would welcome an electoral battle between Mr Laldenga and Brigadier 
Sailo consequent upon Mizoram being upgraded, but she would want first things 

first, namely the surrender of arms and disbanding of MNF units. 


The Mizoram Government is concerned about chauvinist trends in a limited sec- 
tion of students who see the talks as a fight between Mizos and non-Mizos. 
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INDIA 


UNIVERSITY OFFICIAL SCOPLS POLITICAL INTERFERENCE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Feb 81 p 7 
[Article by ©. K. Raju] 


[Text] Varanasi, Feb. 20--Dr Hari Narain, Vice-Chancellor, of Banaras Hindu 
University is a much relaxed person even though he lives in a barricaded house 
with an armed sentry keeping vigil at the portico. 


A scientist by profession, Dr Narain expressed his total disapproval to a 
politician becoming the Vice-chancellor of the university, which has been the 
bane of BHU for over o decade. His three-year term will end in May. 


The Vice-Chancellor, the president of the BHU Teachers’ Association, Mr Dipak 
Malik and the president of the BHU Students’ Union, Mr Subhas Tiipathi, have 
all admitted that there is too much political interference in the university's 
affairs. Mr Malik believes that the Congress has bee the worst culprit 
since it has had the most years in office both at the Centre and in U.P. 


Rarlier Vice-Chancellors--Dr Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, Dr Amar Nath Jha, 
Acaarya Narendra Deva, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, to name a few--were above 
any such influence. The BHU in those years prospered and was a seat of learn- 
ing. 


A major reason for the problems of the university is that for 22 years the BHU 
Act has been suspended, giving the Vice-Chancellors virtually dictatorial powers. 
"While the country had two spells of emergency, we in the BHU have lived with 

it for over two decades," said Mr Malik. 


Both students and teachers have asked for an early enactment of the BHU 
Bill in Parliament's current session. 


Its draft has been circulated among them and they have asked that the court and 
not the council be the supreme body in all respects, including in the creation 
of a panel for the appointment of a Vice-Chancellor by the visitor, who is the 
President of India. They want that the court be a representative body of 
teachers, karmacharis, students important citizens and the aluminis of the 
university. Now the court is a supreme body only in name and all its deci- 
sions can be overruled by the Vice-Chancellor. 
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Me Subhas Tripathi, atudent leader alleged that corruption was rampant, Re 
cent when reporte were lodged about the admission of six below-standard 
students to the B, Ed. course, their admission forma were missing. The uni- 
versity is supposed to reserve 3% of ite seats for handicapped persons, but 
more than 60 people were admitted for the seven seats, allegedly with the help 
of fraudulent certificates. 


There have been no common platforms for students, teachers and employees to 
meet and discuss their probleme. On January 26 some of students snatched the 
national flag from the Vice-Chancellor's hand as a protest against the admin- 
istration's failure to conduct the examinations in time. While one student 
leader alleged that the examinations were 11 months behind time, Mr Malik said 
there was a "conspiracy" between some student leaders and teachers to delay the 
examinations. After all student leaders have also to please their electorates 
in many ways and delaying examinations is one of them. 


Despite all these impediments, eve the worst critics of BHU admit the remark- 
able headway its various departments have been able tomake. The university has 
3,000 research scholars and grants about 400 doctorates annually. Probably 

no other university in the country has such a well-equipped building to house 
the students union which has furnished office rooms and a telephone. The 
three-lined [as published) campus has a number of hostels with a playground in 
front of each of them. Even the union president admitted that on this ecore 
the students could have no grouse. It was politics that was eating into the 
university he said. 





INDIA 


GUJARAT AGITATTON MAY CAUSE CASTE WAR 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Feb 81 p 9 


[Text] Ahmedabad, Feb. 20--While the students’ agitation in Gujarat, demand- 
ing abolition of reservations in post-graduate medical courses, has reached 
stalemate, one offshoot of the campaign might eventually overshadow the cur- 
rent agitation. This is the growing demand for removal of the reservation 
system from al) fields. 


A students’ Anti-reservation Action Committee has been recently formed in this 
city, with representatives from a large number of colleges and schools. Its 
obvious aim is to mobilize students and Government employees and begin a com- 
prehensive agitation in the State against reservations in all fields. 


/t the other end of the spectrum is the Unreserved Employees Confederation of 
Gujarat, which covers people working in LIC, RMS, the Railways, Telegraphs, 
Provident Fund, and the ESI which has been observing an anti-reservation week 
since Thursday. Employees in these organizations are wearing anti-reservation 
badges and holding lunchtime demonstrations in front of their offices every day. 


A spokesman of the confederation said that nearly 6,000 employees in these 
organizations had been participating in these demonstrations. A memorandum 
being submitted by these employees demand the abolition of reservation on the 
basis of caste in all services. 


The spokesman said the employees fully supported the medical students’ demands. 
Similar bodies were being formed among the State and Central employees in 
Cujarat. 


After the anti-reservation week, the confederation would meet to plan a further 
course of action. 


However, till today there is no coordination between the confederation and the 
students’ anti-reservation committee. But the spokesman said that a meeting 

was scheduled between representatives of different sections next week to forge 
a joint plan of action. This is going to be a nationwide movement, he claimed. 


The closure of school and colleges announced by the Government owing to dis- 
turbances have given enough mobility and freedom to students to move about in 
the villages to organize people for the proposed struggle. Already, students 
of medical and engineering colleges are reported to have fanned out in the 
villages. 
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The agitating junior doctors and medical students are all for such a comprehen- 
sive etruggle., The presidents of the Junior Doctors Associations, in two medi- 
cal colleges in the city, told this correspondent that they fully supported 
such a comprehensive demand. However they would first ensure that their own 
demand for the abolition of reservations in post-graduate medical courses is 
fulfilled, before entering into a wider struggle. 


They said their fight wae not against a caste, but for guarding standards of 
education, The reservation system was eroding professional and educational 
standards, they maintained. both of them are represented in the anti-reservation 
Action Committee. 


A number of other committees are mushrooming in all parte of the State, demand- 
ing abolition of reservations from all fields. 


Sober elements in Gujarat are alarmed at the prospects. Such a movement would 
unleash an avalanche of violence not only in this State, but also outside it. 
That would lead to a further widening of the chasm between caste Hindus and 
Scheduled Castes, and fan flames of caste hatred and hoist a caste war, whose 
signs are already evident in this State. 


Characteristically, few political leaders or intellectuals in the State seem 
to have courage enough to openly give advice or caution to the students. One 
leader said it had become difficult to express any positive stand on reserva- 
tions. An opinion either for or against reservations evokes passions and some- 
times violence. Most leaders, therefore, prefer to keep quiet. But privately 
they confess that the time had come to review the entire system of reservation. 


The general feeling is that a comprehensive anti-reservation struggle would 
have dangerous portents and it would be best to refrain from such an agitation. 
It is because of this reason--the lack of political and intellectual support-- 
that an all-round anti-reservation struggle cannot gather momentum. 


Youths and students of Scheduled Castes and Tribes in States have begun a 
counter-agitation to meet the challenge of the anti-reservationists. Their 
agitation would be peaceful and democratic, they have announced. 
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INDIA 


BAHUGUNA ASKS PARTIES, SECTORS TO JOIN UNITED FRONT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Feb 81 pp 1, 5 
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INDIA 


CENSUSTAKERS REPORTED INVOLVED IN LANGUAGE POLITICS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 23 Feb 81 p 7 


[Text] Patna, Feb. 22--The census authorities in Bihar fear that the national 
linguage may fall a victim to the current language controversy in this heart- 
land of Hindi, reports UNI. 


The apprehension is caused by the rush for recording regional languages such 
as Maithili, Bhojpuri, Magadhi and other dialects as mother tongue instead of 
Hindi in a bid to prove that the respective languages are spoken by the major- 
ity in the particular regions. 


The authorities fear that the sudden revival of love for regional languages is 
a sequel to the Gove ‘nment's decision to accord second official language status 
to Urdu. Amidst as milar language controversy, Hindi was reduced to the posi- 
tion of "minority language" during the 1967 census, they recall. 


/The Census Department here has also received some reports regarding the alleged 
involvement of some block and subdivisional level census workers and officials 
in "language politics.” They were alleged to have been instigating the local 
people to give “wrong information regarding the language," officials said./ 

[in boldface] 


The Bihar Census Director, Mr B. B. Lal, said action was being taken against 
the census personnel wherever thev were found indulging in wrong practice 
with "ill intentions.” 


According to official reports the block development office of Magma in Santhal 
Parganas, the district education officers of Nawadah and Purnea and the BDOs 
of Danapur and Bihta in Patna district had been suspended on the charge of 
negligence of duty. 


Another problem faced by the census authorities is the people's attempt to 
change their “class” in the hope of enjoying certain “privileges.” 


According to reports received from different parts of the State, some people 
hitherto classified as “backward classes" were now trying to be included in 
the list of "Scheduled Tribes." 








Officials confirmed that people belonging to the "Gonr"” caste, who were listed 
under backward clase during the 1961 census, were now claiming to be "Gonds" 


whe, on west Chambaran and nearby districts, are classified aa Scheduled 
rribes, 


Mr Lal said that wherever reports of "misinformation" were received, the of fi- 
cials concerned were inetructed to convince the people and get correct data. 


The "Gonr" people in Champaran are reported to have moved the court seeking 
their inclusion in the “scheduled tribes" list. 


The director said that except for these difficulties, people were generally 
cooperative in most places and were following the guidelines of the census 
operations. Mr Lal hoped that the enumeration work would be completed within 
the time-limit and no person would be left out. Information was being sought 
from each individual whether enumerators had met him or her. 


The highlight of this decade's census was that data regarding the migration of 
the people and “fertility” among women were being collected from 20% of the 
representative areas of the State selected for “random sampling" Mr Lal added. 
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CPI LEADER GUPTA SPEAKS ON ROLE OF MEDIA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Feb 81 p 10 


* 8 J VP 
if ‘i ni ial 


Ah 
l Ht if 


fei bint: at iat i 
i a 
vl a i th 1 
ie ; 


— — dub hie 


[Text] 


20 


CSO: 





70 








INDIA 


FORMER JUDGE APPOINTED MINORITIES PANEL CHAIRMAN 
Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Feb 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25--The controversial Minorities Commission gets a new 
look with the appointment of Mr Justice M. H. Beg, a former Supreme Court Chief 
Justice, as its Chairman and the impending induction of two additional members. 
Mr Justice Beg replaces Mr Justice Ansari, formerly of the J. and K. High Court 
whose term of office expired recently. 


The Commission has two other members--Air Marshal (Retd.) Arjun Singh and Mr 
Kushak Bakula, former MP from Ladakh. Two others, Mr V. V. John and Dr Dastur 
had resigned following differences which partly remained under a veil of 
secrecy. It is proposed to restore the Commission's strength of five. 


The Commission which was set up by the erstwhile Janata Government became the 
Centre of an unseemly controversy soon after its inception, when its first 

Chairman, Mr Minoo Masani, resigned in the wake of differences with the former 
Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai, over its status, scope and mode of function- 


ing. 
His replacement and subsequent changes in the composition of the Commission 


did not ensure a smooth working and differences, in one form or another, con- 
tinued to mar its functioning. 
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INDIA 


PRESS AGENCY INTERVIEWS OAPEC DELEGATION HEAD 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Feb 81 p l 


[Interview with Mr Ali Attiga, secretary-general of OAPEC, by 'THE STATESMAN’; 
date and place not given] 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 20.--The secretary~general of the Organization of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, Mr Ali Attiga, today ruled out any preferential 
pricing policy for the developing countries, reports UNI. In an interview, he 
said preferential pricing could lead to abuses such as resale to third coun- 
tries. He dismissed the idea as impracticable and difficult. 


Mr Attiga supported India's plea that soft loans to developing countries 
should be extended by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries on the 
basis of per capita consumption and not on the basis of daily oil import. He 
was of the view that it would be "more meaningful and fair" to extend loan 
assistance on the basis of per capita consumption. However, he pleaded that 
he was not aware of the details of the OPEC funds scheme. 


Mr Attiga said there was no immediate prospect of a rise in oil prices because 
of the glut in the market. On joint ventures and cooperation between member 
countries and India in the fields of hydrocarbons, oil exploration, petro- 
chemicals and fertilizer, he said there was vast scope. A beginning had already 
been made in this direction and Indian experts were already working on such 
projects of the member countries of OPEC. This should be further strengthened 
with mutual cooperation. 


Mr Attiga said the success of the projects between member countries and India 
should be made better known. "We need very concrete proposals and technical 
personnel at professional levels," he added. 


So far the six-member OAPEC delegation's visit to India had proved to be "infor- 
mative and constructive." He hoped that the discussions the delegation had 
with the Indian Government and other Government organizations would have far 
reaching impact. The visit had paved the way for greater opportunities for co- 
operation between India and the member countries, who were greatly impressed 

by India's oil exploration programme. 
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INDIA 


RESENTMENT AGAINST RESERVATIONS SYSTEM GROWING 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Feb 81 p 2 
[Article by G. K. Reddy: "Reservations and the Growing Chasm'“] 


[Text] The appalling incident in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday, when some irate 
members came to blows in the course of a violent scuffle, was not just a dis- 
tressing display of ill-temper or inflamed passions in the heat of a contro- 
versy or confrontation in the House. It was an ugly manifestation of a much 
deeper malaise now afflicting the Indian polity, threatening the very basis of 
national unity and orderly government. 


The Harijan member who sparked the row was quite understandably incensed over 
the alleged ill-treatment of his community by the Gujarat police during the 
current anti-reservation agitation in the State. But those who shared his 
indignation did not realise that the agitation itself was an inevitable back- 
lash of the policy of reservations even in educational institutions. 


It was an agitation with countrywide ramifications, reflecting the growing 
resentment of the affected castes and communities against the increasing denial 
of tair opportunities to all in the name of reservations for weaker sections. 


Play of Politics 


The country is paying dearly for letting its leaders play politics with 
casteism and communalism, while professing secularism and socialism, to the 
point of placing a premium on both backwardness and obscurantism. The pulls 
and pressures of electoral processes oblige them to uphold dubious causes or 
make extravagant promises, often at the risk of undermining their own credi- 
bility or provoking bigger controversies in the bargain. 


In no other society can politicians get away with such cynical behaviour by 
pandering to the whims and fancies of sectarian interests which are able to 
influence their electoral fortunes. 


The experience of the last 33 years has shown that the best way of improving 
the lot of Harijans and other weaker sections is not through increased weight- 
age and rigid compartmentalisation of educational or employment opportunities 
open to them. It can be done only by working ceaselessly for their social 
emancipation and economic betterment in the true Gandhian spirit, without ex- 
ploiting them for political purposes. 
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In a change-resistant society like India in which casteism has been practised 
from time immemorial as a narrow cult, the age-old barriers based on prejudice 
and ignorance cannot be broken overnight by simply providing for equality of 
Opportunity or legislation against discrimination. 


The monumental injustices done to the Harijans over the centuries can only 
be undone step by step by keeping up a proper distinction between the politi- 
cal and moral aspects of the crusade for erasing this stigma from Indian life. 


Hypocrisy 


The tendency to politicise the issue for Harijan uplift has done more harm than 
good by treating the community as a pawn in the power game rather than as a 
focal point for social regeneration. There is an unmistakable element of hypo- 
crisy in the sickening political scramble for shedding crocodile tears every time 
an atrocity is perpetrated on the Harijans, while precious little is done by the 
party in power or those in the Opposition to redress their grievances. 


The question of retributive justice is left to the cumbersome legal processes 
which more often enable the culprits to get away without punishment. 


What is equally unfortunate is that the educated Harijans who have entered 
politics or made their mark in the professions do precious little to improve the 
lot of their community, since quite often their misplaced concept of nationalism 
comes in the way of a closer identification with ‘1e cause of their own kith 
and kin. 


The result is that the Harijan community is faced with an altogether new emo- 
tional barrier between the educated anc the uneducated, the haves and the have- 
nots among them. The poorer Harijans feel even more embittered when they are 
shunned by their more fortunate brethren, who have gone up in life by availing 
themselves of the new opportunities offered to the community more as a politi- 
cal recompense than moral atonement for the ill treatment of their community 
through the ages. 


Placating Obscurantists 


Similarly, the Indian politicians have been placating the obscurantists heads 
of the Muslim community who have a vested interest in keeping their followers 
backward and alienated from the national mainstream. The ability of the Muslim 
voters to influence the outcome in at least a hundred parliamentary constitu- 
encies in the northern States has, no doubt, placed them in a politically pri- 
vileged position. But it has also exposed them to interparty pressures with all 
the attendant risks of communal tensions. 


The Muslim politicians patronised by the major political parties are generally 
narrow-minded people with a communal past, who have not been able to adjust them- 
selves emotionally to the changed environment even 33 years after Independence. 





The failure of the political parties to encourage the educated and modern- 
minded Muslims to enter politics and assume the leadership of their community 
has isolated them further from the religious heads who continue to retain their 
hold and wield considerable influence with those in power whether at the Centre 
or in the States. 


The recurring communal riots, and the feelings of persecution generated by the 
attempts of the Government to put down violence, push the poorer sections of 
Muslims even closer to the old-fashioned leaders in the belief that they alone 
could protect them. The more modern-minded Muslims have been finding themselves 
further alienated from their brethren. 


Sub-Nationalism 


The distortions that have developed in Indian public life through an inter- 
action of caste and communal politics are depriving the country of a coherent 
philosophy of Government. If some sections of the society are allowed to make 

a profession of backwardness or acquire a vested interest in obscurantism, there 
is no way of preventing the growth of sub-nationalism through an intensification 
of regional animosities and ethnic conflicts. 


The Assam agitation is a painful example of how some unfortunate mistakes made 
in the past are threatening to transform nearly two million Indian nationals 
into Stateless citizens, aliens in their own country, who may be obliged to 
leave their homes and migrate elsewhere for the second time since Partition. 


The Brahmins in the South continue to bear the cross for the folly of having 
been the first to receive English education and enter the services and profes- 
sions. But the same community in the North which is economically backward 
never held any dominant position in the administration whether it was in the 
Moghul days or later during British rule. 


It is not without a touch of irony that it has every qualification to be classi- 
fied as a backward community in States like U.P. to qualify for reservations 
in services. 


A number of other communities in the North which are technically reckoned to 
be backward for purposes of Government employment are economically much better 
placed than the so-called upper castes. 


New Elite 


The new elite in the country consists by and large of politicians who wield 
power and dispense patronage to the business classes who come next in the 
hierarchy with those in the services and professions taking the next place. 
The attempt to rebuild Indian society with a topsy-turvy system of special 
weightages for the backward communities has had a deeply unsettling effect by 
sharpening the class, caste and communal dissensions without bringing any 
meaningful relief to the poorer sections cutting across these artificial divi- 
sions. 
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The Assam and Gujarat agitations, with all the inherent dangers of a wider 
convulsion, are symptoms of a deeper ferment created by the attempts to 
reorganise Indian society, by denying Peter of his rightful opportunities 

to reward Paul, to meet the political exigencies through a make-shift social 
dispensation. 


It has led to a poverty of talent at pivotal points in the Government with 
the result that the country is deprived of the benefit of the collective wis- 
dom of its elite and is compelled to make do with what goes in the name of 
highly centralised individual wisdom in an atmosphere of pervasive scepti- 
cism. 


The . cline of Parliament is only a sad consequence of the fall in both poli- 
tic nd moral standards in the country's public life. The dangers of a 
class conflict are now acquiring the character of caste feuds and communal 
tensions with no place at all for the assertion of the superiority of informed 
opinion. 


What the country is desperately looking for is not prophets or philosophers 

to lead it towards the millennium, but men and women with modern minds who can 
differentiate between vision and illusion for sustaining the great liberal 
traditions. 


And the last that those now ensconced in power or functioning from the periphery 
of it, can do is to shed their excessive preoccupation with cross-purposes 

for reinforcing the political process with better checks and balances to avoid 
the kind of inner contradictions the country is facing at present. 
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INDIA 


PLANNING MINISTER REPORTS CROWTH IN NATIONAL INCOME 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Feb 81 p 20 


[Text] New Delhi, February 22 (PT1)=<<The national income, which in real termes 
decreased by five per cent last year, is expected to show a growth of 6.5 per 
cent in 1980-81, the planning minister, Mr Narayan Dutt Tiwari, e..d yesterday. 


Making this estimate two days before the presentation of the government pre- 
budget economic survey in the parliament, Mr Tiwari said the prospects for 
1981-82 “are quite bright.” 


The improvement in the economy is due to a remarkable recovery in agriculture, 
easing of infra-structural constraints, improvement in industrial relations 
and a reassuring outlook in industrial growth, he told leading econonmiats at a 
seminar organised here by the national council of applied economic research. 


Balance of Payments 


Mr Tiwari spoke of sharp deterioration in the balance of payments position and 
said further steps would be necessary to reduce imports and increase exports. 
"Reduced dependence on imported oil will have to be an important element in our 
strategy for achieving viability on external account." 


On the annual plan for 1981-82, currently under finalisation, the planning 
minister indicated that power generation would be higher by ten to 12 percent. 
Appreciable increase in production is envisaged in coal, saleable steel, 
aluminum, copper, zinc, nitrogenous fertilisers, commercial vehicles, railways 
and cement. 


A substantial step-up in public sector outlays, increased industrial and agri- 
cultural production, generation of add‘tional employment opportunities and 
amelioration of living conditions of the poor are the major highlights of the 
plan for the second year (1981-82) of the sixth plan, Mr Tiwari said. 


In the coming financial year, the annual plan would propose for agricultural 
development extension of the area under irrigation, step-up of consumption of 
fertilisers from 54 lakh tonne: to a new target of 65 lakh tonnes and increase 
in the area under high-yielding grain varieties. 








Reviewing the progress of the economy in 1980-81, the planning minister 
claimed a diatinct turn-round in the economy since the middle of the year 
a8 4 result of favourable weather conditions and governmental measures, 


"Agricultural production is expected to stage a remarkable recovery," he 

said, ‘The kharif crop has been good and the prospects for rabi are bright. 
The production of foodgraina may even exceed the record level of 1978-79, 
Production of other commercial crops such as sugarcane, cotton, jute and mesta 
ie likely to be close to the 1978-79 level," 


Mr Tiwari also estimated that power generation is expected to be higher by 
six per cent over 1979-80. As a result, a number of key industries had shown 
a substantial improvement during the current year. 


Justifying the recent upward revision in the prices of coal and steel, the 


planning minister said this had been necessitated by the increase in produc- 
tion costs and the need to augment availability of resources for the plan. 
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INDIA 


LOK DAL LEADER ASSAILS GOVERNMENT FOR MISMANAGEMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 81 p 7 


[Text] Mr George Fernandes (Lok Dal) charged in the Lok Sabha on Friday that 
the Government was ‘bluffing the people’ and taking them down a ‘blind alley,’ 
while the Cong-I members N. V. Gadgil and Naval Kishore Sharma defended the 
performance of the Government under the leadership of Mrs Indira Gandhi. 


Moving a motion of thanks on the President's address to the Parliament, Mr Gadgil 
also raised the question whether the country should continue with the Westminster 
model of parliamentary democracy. 


Seconding the motion, Mr Sharma said that the country had graduated from a 
developing to a developed nation under the "dynamic" leadership of Mrs Gandhi. 


However, Mr Fernandes blasted the Government for its failure to tackle the 
socio-economic problems facing the nation. Instead of trying to do some seri- 
ous soul-searching on the grave socioeconomic situation in the country, the 
government had tried to create a world of make belief in the address, he 
added. 


Mr Fernandes said it was time for the ruling party to lay to rest the ghost 
of the mismanagement of the Janata and Lok Dal Governments as also to halt the 
pasttime of hunting for scapegoats for its failure. 


Quoting extensively from the World Bank annual report of 1980, to which Finance 
Minister Venkataraman was party, as well as from Economic Survey, 1979-80, Mr 
Fernandes asserted that the performance of the Janata and Lok Dal Governments 
was better than that of Mrs Gandhi's Government. 


Mr Fernandes said the Finance Minister himself had said the rate of inflation 
in 1979-80 was 19 percent whereas the President's address gave it as 23 per 
cent. The Janata had also maintained zero rate of inflation if the Congress 
Claimed the same during the emergency. 


He said weather-induced fluctuations in agricultural production and power 
generation mentioned in the President's address were meant as an ‘insurance’ 
for future failures. But the Janata-Lok Dal Governments were blamed if 
weather had plaved havoc during their period. 
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While the poor were being advised reatraint on wage rise and higher prices, 
the rich were allowed to increase their wealth and asseta, he added, 


Mr Fernandes said in the Sixth P.an outlays had been slashed on the minimum 
heeds programme, small and medium irrigation, science and technology and 
other measures in terme of percentage of the total public sector outlay. On 
the other hand, the Government was going to spend Re 7/00 crores on the Asian 
Games and another Re 500 crores on a so-called emall car project. 


Mr Fernandes said large and medium industries benefited from the reduction in 
allocation for essential programmes to uplift the poor. The two sectors had 
been given over Re 13,000 crores against the Janata's proposal of Re 7552 crores, 
which ia 13.5 per cent against 10,4 
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INDIA 


MINISTER DEFENDS FOOD-FOR-WORK DIRECTIVES 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 81 pp 1, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 25=-The Centre had tc'!d the West Bengal Government 

that if it did not appoint district magistrates as conveners of the district 
committces for implementing the food-for-work programme, it would be difficult 
to supply the State with foodgrain for the scheme, Mr Rao Birendra Singh, Union 
Agriculture Minister, said in the Rajya Sabha today. 


The Minister said during question hour that the West Bengal Government had ini- 
tially not agreed to the Central suggestion. But subsequently it did--when 
informed that it would be difficult to allocate foodgrain if the Centre's guide- 
lines about steering committees were not followed. 


The Minister also told Mr M. R. Krishna (Cong-I) that new guidelines on the 
implementation of the programme had been framed but the Centre did not have 
any machinery to implement them. It had to depend on the States. 


In reply to supplementaries, the Minister maintained that the programme had 
been helpful to weaker sections, particularly during severe drought. There 
had been no deaths from starvation. 


Answering Mr J. K. Jain (Cong.1I), Mr Rao Birendra Singh said that complaints 
of malpractices had been received not only from West Bengal but some other 
States as well. The Minister said there were bound to be complaints about 
the implementation of such a big programme. 


Earlier, the Minister of State for Agriculture, Mr Baleshwar Ram, told the 
House that 32 complaints had been received with regard to 10 States. The com- 
plaints had been received with regard to 10 States. The complaints allege mis- 
appropriation of foodgrain, delay in supply and use of the programme to further 
political objectives. 
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INDIA 


AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL LAUNCHES TRIBAL UPLIFT SCHEME 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Feb 81 p 20 


[Text] New Delhi, February 22--The Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

(ICAR) has launched a massive programme for creating a cadre of trained per- 
sonnel for undertaking research and development work in the country's back- 

ward areas. 


Initially, 175 economically-backward districts, primarily in the tribal and 
hilly tracts, have been selected for coverage under the human resources de- 
velopment programme. 


It is realised that one of the major reasons for the continued backwardness 
of an area is the lack of local talent for manning research and development 
projects. Local people have a natural involvement with the problems specific 
to a particular area and are believed to be more suitable to undertake devel- 
opment work after being properly trained. 


The [CAR has decided to offer scholarships and other fiscal incentives to 
students from the selected backward districts at under-graduate, graduate and 
post-graduate levels in agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries and agro- 
forestry. After their studies, the students will be required to serve in 
their native districts for at least three years. 


Besides the ICAR institutes, agricultural universities and state agriculture 
departments are also being associated in the implementation of the scheme 

whose ultimate objective is to generate more income and employment opportuni- 
ties for marginal farmers, the landless and the other economically weaker 
sections of the farming community in thr drought and flood-prone tribal regions. 


The hilly and tribal tracts are known to possess enormous natural resources, 
including flora and fauna, horticultural crops and mineral and water resources. 
The personnel trained under the new scheme will be expected to help evolve co- 
ordinated and systematic plans to utilise these resources, with special empha- 
sis on the development of agro-forestry. 
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MINISTER ADMITS DISTRESS SALE OF JUTE IN BIHAR 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 81 p 5 


[Text] Commerce Minister Pranab Mukherjee admitted in the Lok abha on Friday 
that there had been some distress sales of jute by farmers in Bihar because 

of the inability of the Jute Corporation of India to procure the stocks due 

to lack of space in the godowns. 


He said the estimated production of jute and mesta in Bihar in 1980-81 was 1.14 
million bales. THe JCI had till 31 January procured only 252,000 bales or 

21 per cent of the total produce of Bihar as against the all-India procurement 
figure of 12 per cent. 


Mr Mukherjee said steps were being taken to clear the accumulated stocks wit) 
the JCI speedily. 


He said efforts were being made to improve the functioning of the JCI. 


One of the limitations of the JCI, he said, was the carryover of the old stock 
which stood at 25.6 lakh bales, including 9.6 lakh bales procured this year. 


The JCI had been able to sell 10.5 lakh bales and export a small part of it. 
Emphasis was being laid to dispose of the old stock so that "we can build the 
necessary infrastructure," Mr Mukherjee said. 


The Minister said that the JCI could not sell any jute in the last two years 
and the Government had to give a subsidy of Rs 13 crore. 


While the Chief Ministers of jute-growing States were being suggested to take 
steps to build the necessary infrastructure, the nationalised jute mills were 
already purchasing from the JCI. 


Mr Mukherjee told Mr D. L. Baltha that he had no hesitation in extending 
the date for the grower in Bihar to sell his produce if the jute was sti'l 
lying with him. 


Mr Mukherjee said that the estimated production of jute and mesta in 1980-81 
in Bihar was 11.49 lakh bales and the JCI had till 31-1-81 procured 2.52 lakh 
bales. He said despite the constraints of infrastructure, funds and godown 
space, the corporation had been consistently increasing its procurement and the 
current year's procurement (till 31-1-81) of 9.6 lakh bales was the highest 
achieved so far. 
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INDIA 


JUTE ASSOCIATION HEAD DEMANDS GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 22 Feb 81 p 7 


[Text] The viability of the jute industry has been seriously threatened with the 
fail in exports, "arbitrary" purchase of jute products by the Union Government 
and rise in the cost of production, Mr K. K. Bajoria, chairman of the Indian 
Jute Mills Association said in Calcutta on Saturday. The mills were running 

at a total loss of Rs crores a month. Mr Bajoria demanded from the Centre 
subsidies on the export of jute goods. 


According to Mr Kanoria, the recession in the U.S. economy had resulted in a 
sharp fall of export of carpet-backing from India to a miserably low level of 
6,000 tons a month, against 14,000 tons of carpet-backing exported a month in 
November and December. Of this, the USA used to acccunt for about 11,000 tons. 


The drop in carpet-backing exports led to higher production of sacking of which 
the Union Government bought about 30%. But the Government, Mr Bajoria alleged, 
was unilaterally changing the pricing formula offecting the industry's inter- 
ests. The existing formula, which provided for a margin to the industry on 
purchases of sacking by the Government, was being abandoned. The Government's 
placement of orders for the product on the industry had become erratic. The 
jute mills could hardly plan their production because of uncertainties about 
the quantities required by the Government. The industry's demand for placing 
the orders on the mills on a Long-term basis had not been heeded by the Centre. 
This has caused accumulation of unsold stocks in the mills. 


Rise in the cos. of electricity, fuel oil and wages had also increased the cost 
of production. [he delay in allowing the mills to run additional shifts had 
put a financial burden on the individual mills, the surplus labour force could 
not be profitably deployed. 


According to Mr Kanoria, labour relations were strained in the mills, their ope- 


rations having been affected by gherao, intimidation of management staff and 
go-slow. 
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INDIA 


KERALA, TAMIL NADU DISCUSS RIVERS DIVERSION 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Feb 81 p 1 


He i i 
a 


Ee itis at 4 at 
Ht hit TE 7 i 
et 


; Te i ii Hedat 


eS — mee 
i i 3 Th fits 
iy iu a ii 4 


ate a Harn Te ui Hl yi if 


0 


422 


[Text] 
CSO: 


85 





INDIA 


ORDER FOR SOVIET ENGINEERING GOODS REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Feb 81 p 10 


[Text] Engineering goods worth one billion rupees will be imported by the USSR 
from India during this year, according to deputy chief of the general department 
for imp of engineering goods, Ministry of Foreign Trade of USSR Mr G. Schukin. 


Talking to newsmen on Friday he pointed out that orders worth Rs 700 million 
had already been placed by the Soviet Union with several Indian companies. 


The orders were placed after a high-powered Soviet delegation headed by Mr Schu- 
kin visited India at the invitation of the Indian embassy in USSR and the Asso- 
ciation of Indian Engineering Industries. 


The delegation acquainted itself with the exhibits of the Indian engineering 
trade exhibition and also visited about 50 enterprises and had meetings with 
the representatives of 150 Indian firms. 


Mr Schukin said the major orders placed so far were with the Heavy Electrical 
Equipment Corporation and the Mining and Allied Machinery Corporation for 
supplying mining and metallurgical equipment. Among the items to be purchased 
by the Soviet Union garage equipment, accumulators, batteries boilers, spark 
plugs and printing machines will be to the tune of 60 million rupees. 


Mr Schukin pointed that the orders had been placed in the wake of the sixth 


five-year trade agreement signed between the USSR and India on 10 December 
last during Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev's visit. 
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INDIA 


ILLEGAL MINING ACTIVITY IN BIHAR SPOTLIGHTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Feb 81 p2 


[Text] The disaster in the Serampur Bhadua coalmine in Giridih last week 

once again has brought into sharp focus the problem of illegal coal mining 
in Bihar's coal belt. Engaged in this nefarious operation are police and 

coal officials and contractors with powerful political links backed by the 
denizens of the underworld. 


Just as in the Chambal Valley, new bandit gangs keep coming up, the coal belt 
also spawns new bandits who take the place of those who seek other avenues 
after making easy and quick money through illegal mining and acquiring re- 
spectability. 


According to unimpeachable sources in Giridih district alone, there are at 
least 20 powerful gangsters engaged in illicit mining and coal smuggling. 
One of the most powerful among them is an office-bearer of the ruling party 
who enjoys the patronage of several Bihar Ministers. His area of operations 
includes the Serampur, Bhadua, Chokobad and Judakitti abandoned mines in 
Giridih district. 


According to coal experts, the abandoned mines contain not less than five to 
six million tonnes of grade one coal which is used in the production of 
steel. 


Why then have these rich mines been abandoned by the coal authorities? ‘This 
is the crux of the matter," answers a knowledgeable source: "There is big 
money involved in this flourishing racket; these and other such mines in 
Giridih district have been abandoned precisely te promote illegal mining by 
‘ontractors, coal officials and pr lice.” 


According to one estimate, cori worth at least Rs. 2 lakhs is smuggled from 
Giridih and adjoining areas of the coal belt every day and 75,000 tonnes to one 
lakh tonnes of coal is extracted every month through illicit mining. 


The Rail Mishap 


While there is no means of ascertaining the casualties, if any, in the mining 
disaster in the Serampur, Bhadua coal pits, the railway accident last Sunday 
in North Bihar in which 14 persons were killed and an equal number seriously 
injured, raises some interesting questions. 
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This was the fourth in Bihar during the last two months.. 


The 2 Down Mail stopped after having crossed Durandha station on the Siwan- 
Chapra section of the North-Eastern Railway at 9-04 p.m. as its engine devel- 
oped vacuum trouble, The 32 Down Passenger train following close on its 
wheels steamed off from Durandha station after it was given the starting 
signal at 9-06 p.m, 


The driver of the Passenger train applied brakes near the permissive sig- 
nal, which gives indications for slowing down or speeding up, as it was not 
functioning properly. But the train had already picked up speed and the 
application of brakes proved ineffective. Its engine rammed into the rear 
bogie of the mail, smashing it completely and damaging the next bogie. 


The casualties would have been higher but for the alertness of a GRP havildar, 
who was travelling by the Mail train. The havildar, who was strolling along 
the railway track after the mail train had stopped, raised an alarm as soon 

as he saw the headlight of the coming passenger train. As a result the major- 
ity of the passengers of the mail train rushed out to safety before the passen- 
ger train crashed into the rear of the mail train. 


There is a lot of confusion about the time of the accident. 


It is pointed out that the mail should have normally reached the accident 
spot, 1.5 km. from Durandha sta*ion at 9.06 p.m. and the passenger train by 
0.08 p.m. How then did the accident occur at 9.15 p.m. 


The District Magistrate of Siwan, Mr V. N. Mishra, who arrived at the accident 
site, at 10-40 p.m., quoted the guard of the mail train as saying that the 
mail had been stationary for about 15 minutes while its vacuum trouble was 
being attended to and it was about to start when the passenger train dashed 
against its rear. 


Another question is why the starting signal was given to the passenger train 
barely two minutes after the mail steamed off from Durandha station. According 
to established practice, the starting signal to the passenger should have been 
given only after the mail train had reached or  .rossed the next station. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


RAJASTHAN CABINET SHUFFLE--Jaipur, February 22--The governor, Mr Raghukul Tilak, 
has reallocated the portfolios of ministers in Rajasthan. All ministers of 
state except Mr Sis Ram Ola have been given charge of additional departments. 
They will also assist cabinet ministers in the discharge of their duties in 
other departments. Mr Hanuman Prasad Prabhakar has been given panchayat raj 

and co-operative departments, and he continues to hold additional charge of 
public works, transport and famine and flood relief departments. Mr Kamla gets 
agriculture and animal husbandry and dairy development departments, and she con- 
tinues to hold additional charge of revenue and land reforms. [as published] 

Mr Badri Prasad Gupta is in charge of local se'f government [as published], town 
planning and housing departments, and he also holds additional charge of plan- 
ning and statistics, election and tourism. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 23 Feb 81 p 9] 


ISLAMIC JOURNALISTS' BODY--Hyderabad, February 22 (PTI)--An Islamic Journalist 
Association came into existence at a meeting held at the Wadi-e-Huda, venue of 
the sixth all-India session of the Jamat-e-Islam-i-Hind. A founders’ committee 
has been set up with Moulana Mohammed Muslim, editor, DAILY DAWAT, Delhi, as 
chairman. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF LNDIA in English 23 Feb 81 p 9] 


FOREIGN COLLABORATION--New Delhi, February 22 (UNI)--The government has decided 
to allow foreign collaboration in the hotel industry. The collaboration will, 
however, be permitted only with renowned international hotel chains for the 
specific purpose of sales and marketing abroad and not for management of hotels. 
According to the proposal, recently approved by the Union cabinet, the colla- 
boration will be in respect of only four or five star or resort hotel categories. 
The foreign collaborator will be permitted to invest in foreign exchange up to 
30 per cent cf the equity of the Indian company. He can repatriate divided or 
any peyments due to him on his investment after paying Indian taxes. The Indian 
party will be allowed to avail itself of loan assistance through its foreign 
collaborator up to 50 per cent of the total project cost. [Text] [Bombay THE 
TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Feb 81 p 10] 


ASSAM CENSORSHIP ORDER--Gauhati, Feb 21 (PT1)--The Assam Cabinet is understood 
to have decided to extend the term of Assam Special Powers (Press) Act, 1960, 

by another two months. The act, which was enforced on 23 Decenoer last empowers 
the Government to impose pre-censorship on newspapers. So far three dailies in 
the State-- the ASSAM TRIBUNE (English) the DAINIK ASOM (Assamese), both pub- 
lished from Gauhati, and the DAINIK JANAMBHUMI, (Assamese), published from Jor- 
1at, are now subjected to pre-censorship. [Text] [New Delhi PafRIOT in English 
22 Feb 81 p 1) 
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CPI(M) STATEMENT--The CPI-M on Friday called upon the Opposition parties in 
Parliament to oppose the ‘unwarranted and fantastic’ increase in railway passen- 
ger fares and freight rates, reports UNI. The Central committee of the party 
said the new extortionate burdens were being imposed to ‘subsidise an ineffi- 
cient and corrupt railway administration.' The administration's vindictive and 
anti-Labour attitude towards the loco workers showed that it was incapable of 
running the railways with the cooperation of the workers and therefore it 
fleeced the public with excessive increases, the committee said in a statement. 
It said increases in freight rates would lead to further inflation. "This is 
how the Indira Government seeks to control inflation and prices." [Text] 

[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 81 p 7] 


TRADE PACT WITH YUGOSLAVIA=-New Delhi, Feb. 20--India and Yugoslavia on Thurs- 
day signed a protocol setting out the objectives which the two countries aim to 


achieve in the fields of industrial cooperation, trade, science and technology, 
and banking and financial arrangements. An Indo-Yugoslav programme of coopera- 
tion for 1981 and 1982 in the fields of science and technology was also signed. 
The protocol was signed by Mr Pranab Mukherjee, Minister of Commerce, and Steel 
and Mines, and by Mr Metod Rotar, Yugoslav Foreign Trade Minister. This follows 
the conclusion of the 30th session of the Indo-Yugoslav joint committee for eco- 
nomic cooperation meeting which was held here from February 16 to 19. Insofar 
as trade is concerned, the two sides reviewed the performance of mutual trade, 
and noted the slightly declining trend during the last few years. They examined 
the various measures for not only arresting this trend but also to diversify and 
expand the trade to achieve the target of doubling its volume by 1983 as against 
the level reached in 1977,--PTI & UNI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

21 Feb 81 p 9] 


NATIONALIZATION OF NEWSPAPERS--A study conducted by the Indian Institute of Public 
Administration is reported to have recommended nationalization of the top eight 
newspaper establishments in the country. This, it says, will reduce the hold of 
big business interests over the press. The study commissioned by the Secona Press 
Commission states that the Indian newspaper industry has a high degree of economic 
concentration and the present managements have vested interests and strong connec- 
tions outside the newspaper industry. The study asserts that the takeover of the 
eight establishments would not mean state monopoly over the entire Indian press. 
[Text] [BKO81320 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1230 GMT 8 Apr 81] 


CRUDE OIL PRODUCTION--Production of crude oil in the country in the current finan- 
cial year is likely to be 17 million tons. This is largely on account of increased 
production from the Bombay high and on-shore fields. A PTI report says that 
according to provisional estimates the import ¥f crude and petroleum products 
during 1980 was 22.5 million tons. The imp ~- bill on this account was 47,350 
million rupees which was almost double the amount spent in 1°79. The steep rise 
igs attributed mainly to sharp increases in the prices of crude oil in the world 
markets. It says the situation also deteriorated because four refineries--taree 
in Assam and one in Bihar--were either shut down completely for almost a year or 
worked only occasionally because of the Assam agitation. [Text] [BK100850 Delhi 
Domestic Service in English 0830 GMT 10 Apr 81] 
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WARYANA LOK DAL==Lok Dal president Charan Singh on inursday constituted a 41> 
member Biate committee for Haryana headed by Mr Manohar Lal Saini, MP, reports 
PTI, Swami Iadravesh, MP and Mr Dharmavir Vashiat will be vice-presidents aud 
Mer Kanwal Singh, MLA general secretary, The State committee will have four 
secretaries! Mr Mahendra Singh Tanvar, Mr Balbir Singh Grewal, Mr Prit Singh 
*F and Mr Jai Narain Verma, (Text) [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Feb 81 
p 4 


POWER SCHAME APPROVED=-New Delhi, Feb, 25=<The Kolaghat thermal power station 
extension scheme of West Bengal, estimated to cost Re 286.73 crores, has been 
approved by the Planning Commission, The scheme envisages installation of 
three 210-MW turbo-generator sete with associated auxiliaries together «ith 
three boilers, The scope of work aleo includes extension of the coal handling 
eystem, exchange yard at the Mecheda railway station, recirculating cooling 
system through cooling towers, water treatment plant and other plant facili- 
ties being installed for the firet of the three unite to cater to the need of 
the extension unite with suitable .aterconnexions and installation of ash 
handling system, ewitchgear, DC facilities and step up station. Coal require- 
ments for the proposed unite will be met by opening 4 new open<cast mine in 
the Sonepur-Bagari area in Raniganj. The power generated from the three unite 
will be stepped up to 400 KV and fed into the grid of the West Bengal State 
Electricity Beard. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 81 p 1) 


NAGA LEADEX DIES--Kohima, Feb. 25--Pormer “Major General” Mr Assa, one of the 
signatories to the 1975 shillong accord died here today at the Naga hospital 
after a brief illness, reporte UN’. He wae sbout 47 and is survived by his 
—* and three daughters. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 8: 
pp? 


JOU, KASHMIR COVERNOR--Jammu, Feb 26 (UNI)--Mr B. K. Nehru was sworn in ae 
Gevernor of Jammu and Kashmir at Raj Bhavan here today. Acting Chief Justice 
of the Jamm and Kashmir High Court Mufti Bahudin administered the oath of 
office. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Feb 61 p 1) 


CONGRESS (1) WIN--Rajkot, Feb 26(PTL)--The Cong-I had captured six taluka pan- 
chayate seats out of 13 taluka panchayacs. The Janata Party bagged four and 
the Bhartiya Janata Party one in the elections of 11 out of 13 taluka pan- 
chayate for president and vice-president yesterday in the district. The 
elections in the remaining two taluka panchayats of Upleta and Morvi could not 
be held following a stay order, according to an official press release. The 
Cong-! candidates were elected as presidents in Rajkot, Gondal, Jetpur, Wanka- 
nor, Maliva Miyana and Lodhika taluka panchayats, while the Janata Party can- 
didates as presidents from Dyo Raji Jamkandorna, Padadhari and Kolda Sangabi 
taluk panchayrts. The 8.J.P. candidate was elected in Jasan taluka panchayat. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Feb 81 p 4] 


BENGA ‘TIONS=-Calcutta, Feb 26--West Bengal Minister for Municipal 
> — Sur told newemen here today that election to an 
palities would be held on 31 May. The Calcutta Corporation and t * * 
Municipality would, however, not be included in the list. Mr Sur sa : 
by-elections to the eight assembly constituencies and ne Lok Sabha 1 
were held on 17 May, then elections to the 1 Municipalities (covere (4 : 
those constituencies) would be deferred to a date later than 31 May. ex 


(New Delhi PATRIOT im English 27 Feb 61 p 4) 


9) 











ASSAM FREEDOM FIGHTER=--Gauhati, Feb 26 (PT1)--Mr Benudhar Sarma, noted historian 
literrateur, journalist and freedom fighter died at his residence here this 
morning. We was 87. Mr Sarma ie survived by two sons and three daughters in- 
cluding Prof Ajit Kumar Sarma, a Rajya Sabha member from Assam. lle was 

awarded the Sahitya Academi Award in 1960 for his historical book ‘Congress 

or Kachiali Redot' (early etages of the Congress). [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 27 Feb 81 p 6) 
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*VODK' REPORTS CUTTING OF SECTION OF ROUTE 6 


BKO21340 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 
2330 GMT 1 Apr 81 


[Text] With the active support and participation of the people, at 0130 on 27 
March our army and guerrillas cut off a 3.5<km etretch of Route 6 between Damdek 
Market and Kompong Kdei in Chikreng District, Siem Reap Province. They destroyed 
the 12-meter-long 0 Chamreh Bridge, the 6-meter-long Krapeu Veng Bridge, the 12- 
meter-long O Krachap Bridge and a drainage pipe and dug or blew up the road surface 
at seven points, completely cutting off a 3.5<km stretch of Route 6. 


At the same time, a company of Vietnamese troops sallying out of their position 

at Phum Spean Tnact in an attempt to hit us from behind fell into an ambush sprung 
by our army and guerrillas. We killed 8 Vietnamese troops, including a lieutenant 
commander of the company, and wounded 12 other troops, including 2 platoon leaders. 
We destroyed « 60-mm mortar, 3 B40 and B-41's, 3 AK's and a roller and seized an 
AK, & B40 rockets, 4 60-mm mortar shells, 800 rounds of AK ammunition, 3 hand- 
grenades and some documents and materiel. 


At 1100 the same day, the Vietnamese enemy troops coming to inspect the bridge we 
destroyed at O Krachap stepped on two of our wines. Four of them were killed and 
two others wounded in the explosions. When our mines exploded at the Phum 0 
Bridge, a company of Vietnamese troops stationed in the Phum 0 position were panic- 
stricken and abandoned the position. We seized 200 rounds of various types of 
ammunition and some documents and controlled the Phum 0 position as well as the 
stretch of Route 6 from Phum Damrei Chhlang to a point west of Phum 0 until 1000 
in the morning before returning to our base. 


in sum, as a result of our attack on Route 6 in Chikreng District, Siem Reap 
Province, we killed or wounded 26 Vietnamese troops, destroyed 2 stone bridges, 
a wooden bridge and a drainage pipe, cut off the route at 7 points, wreaked a 
roller, destroyed a 60-mm mortar, 3 B-40 and B-41's and 3 AK's and seized some 
weapons, ammunition, documents and materiel. We completely damaged and put out 
of service a 3.5-km portion of Route 6. We preserved all of our forces. 


Long live our courageous army, guerrillas and people of Chikreng District, Siem 
Reap Province! 


CSO: 4212 


93 




















*VODK' REPORTS VISIT, ACTIVITIES OF FRENCH DOCTOR 


BKO60708 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 
2330 GMT 5 Apr 41 


[Text] On 30 March, Dr (Andre Robert), a Frenchman and a member of the National 
Bureau for the Kampuchean Solidarity Movement, paid a friendly visit to Democratic 
Kampuchea. Dr (Andre Robert) brought with him 500 kg of medicine from the 
Kampuchean Solidarity Movement and $3,000 from the S.0.S. Kampuchea Movement of 
Lausanne, Switzerland, which he gave to the Red Cross of Democratic Kampuchea to 
be distributed to our people. The same day, Mra Leng Thirith, minister of social 
affairs, received the visitor. Present at the talk were Thiounn Mumm, chairman 
of the State Scientific and Technical Ccoemission; Chhorn Hay, secretary of state 
of the Ministry of Telecompunications; ad Mey Mann, second vice chairman of the 
Democratic Kampuchean Red Cross. 


On 1 April, the visitor went to a villeee. te was deeply impressed by the people's 
effort to clear a new area to plant various crops to provide for their own needs 
and those of the front, thus contributing to fighting the Vietnamese aggressors, 
expansionists, annexationists and race exterminators until they are driven out of 
our beloved Kampuchea. 


On 3 April, he visited the helicopter pad Liberated by the armymen and guerrillas 
of Democratic Kampuchea on 16 February 1981. The visitor was also indignant over 
the Vietnamese plunder of the international humanitarian aid destined for the 

Kampuchean people to feed the Vietnamese aggressors at this airfield battlefront. 


Before completing his visit to Democratic Kampuchea, Dr (Andre Robert) also met 
with Public Health Minister Thiounn Thioeunn. Through their talk, the visitor 
came to better understand the health problem of Democratic Kampuchea and the fate 
of international aid given through Phnom Penh--which is diverted to feed the 
Vietnamese Troops and has not reached the Kampuchean people at all. 


Following the successful visit to Democratic Kampuchea, Dr (Andre Robert) returned 


home on 4 April. He took with him the friendly sentiments of the Kampuchean 
people to the generous French and Swiss people and to the French people as a whole. 
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PHNOM PENH DISCUSSES NATURAL RUBBER PRODUCTION 
BKO70924 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1100 GMT 6 Apr &1 


[Agriculture Ministry's article: “Cooperating in the Care and Protection of 
Rubber Plantations is a Fine Revolutionary Task an‘ an Obligation"| 


[Summary] Rubber trees are important for our country, as the production of rubber 
will provide an important base for restoring and building the national economy. 
Natural rubber is sought after in the international market. 


“Between 1960 and 1966, rubber accounted for some 33 percent of all exports from 
Kampuchea." 


According to statistics, the total area planted to rubber in 1970 was 75,000 ha, 
of which 85 percent was in Kompong Cham Province. During the years of the wars 
against the U.S. imperialists and the Pol Pot regime, all activities related to 
rubber were considerably reduced and great damage was done to the trees. 


“According to our investigations and estimates, the remaining area of plantations 
from which latex can be extracted is about 50,000 ha. This area is broken up into 
the following sectors of exploitation: 13,000 ha in Chup, 14,100 ha in Memot, 
20,000 ha in the sector east of the Mekong River, 2,500 ha in the Ratanakiri State 
Plantation and 400 ha in Kompong Som. These plantations constitute a major capital 
resource for our young PRK in the restoration and rapid development of our economy.” 


Since liberation, our state has begun restoring the rubber plantations and resuming 
their exploitation almost from scratch. The rubber plantations have now become 
communal property. Therefore the following measures should be taken to protect 
them: Avoid felling rubber trees, do not ride carts through the plantations, do 
not let cattle graze in the plantations, do not steal latex from the trees, extin- 
guish all fires in the plantations, do not light fires near or around the planta- 
tions. and report to the competent authority any vandalism ageinst the plantations. 


The Ministry of Agriculture hopes that the above measures will be observed by 411 
in the protection of rubber plantations. 
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ROUTE 6 ATTACK--On 28 March our army and guerrillas ambushed a Vietnamese truck 
carrying a platoon of troops along Route 6 from Kompong Kdei in Chikreng District 
of Siem Reap Province. They killed seven Vietnamese troops, wounded nine and 
captured another alive. They also destroyed the truck and cut a lO-meter bridge 
in the vicinity of Phum Damrei Chhlang. Thus, another stretch of Route 6 from 
Kompong Thom to Siem Reap was cut in this area. Long live our valiant and coura- 
geous army, guerrillas and people in Chikreng District of Siem Reap Province! 
[Text] [BKO70230 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to 
Kampuchea 2330 GMT 6 Apr 81) 





BATTLE STATISTICS--In March our comrades in arms on the Koh Kong-Kompong Som 
battlefield put 2,772 Vietnamese troops out of action, including 5 captains, 9 
lieutenants and senior Lieutenants, a platoon commander and a Vietnamese communal 
chief killed. They destroyed 6 pistols, a DK-75, 2 DK-82's, an 82-mm and 9 60-am 
mortars, 8 12.7-mm machineguns, 126 AK's, 18 military barracks, 19 trenches and a 
quantity of war materiel. They also seized 3 pistols, 2 60-mm mortars, 30 AK's, 

3 B-40's, 20 60-mm mortar shells, 33 B-40 and B-41 rockets, 1,250 rounds of 
Goryunov ammunition, 61,500 AK rounds, 64 handgrenades, 166 R-2 mines, 2 maps, 

370 meters of telephone wire and a quantity of various other items. Compared with 
the 1,500-enemy-loss-a-month-plan, they overfulfilled it by almost 85 percent. In 
the production of primitive weapons, our comrades in arms made 953,580 new punji 
stakes, planted 853,800 new punji spikes, set 195 automatic bows and 192 snares 
and dug 172 pitfalls. [Excerpt] [BKO80715 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 2330 GMT 7 Apr 81] 








AUSTRIAN JOURNALIST'S VISIT--An Austrian journalist, (Bitrix), paid a visit to our 
Democratic Kampuchea from 30 March to 4 April 1981. He is the first Austrian 
journalist to visit our country during our Kampuchean people's struggle under the 
leadership of the Government of Democratic Kampuchea and the PDPGNUK to resist 
the Vietnamese enemy aggressors in defense of the Kampuchean nation and race and 
for liberation of the country. During his stay in Democratic Kampuchea, the guest 
toured a number of villages and the position at the helicopter landing pad, and 
met with Thiounn Mumm, chairman of the State Scientific and Technical Commission. 
The guest watched and took photographs of our people launching a production drive 
for their own consumption and to support the front. He also took pictures of our 
Democratic Kampuchean army and guerrillas during training and of our female com- 
batants on a transportation mission. After the tour and meeting with Thiounn 
Mumm, the guest expressed his impression that the Kampuchean people's struggle 








under the leadership of the Government of Democratic Kampuchea and the PDPGNUK 

is « most patriotic and well-organized movement and that the Democratic Kampuchean 
ara@y is 4 most well-disciplined army. The guest ended his visit and departed 

for home on the morning of 4 April 1981. [Text] [B8K080440 (Clandestine) Voice 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 2330 GMT 7 Apr 481) 


RAIL LINE CUT~-With the support and cooperation of the local people, on the night 
of 3 March our army and guerrillas launched an operation to cut a etretch of 

the Vietnamese enemy's railroad line between Pursat and Battambang. They cut a 
SO-meter atretch of this railroad in an area between (Poan) station and Svay Tiep 
station in Kaos Kralor District of Battambang Province. Thus, another stretch of 
the railroad from Pursat to Battambang has been cut in thie area. Lone live our 
valiant and courageous army, guerrillas and people in Kaos Kralor Disirict! [Text] 
[BKO90302 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 
2330 GwT 8 Apr 81) 
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BRIEFS 


PROGRESS IN EDUCATION-~-Hanoi VNA April 3--The rate of illiteracy in Laos has 
dropped from 70 percent of the population in 1975 to 10 percent at the end of 1980, 
according to Lao Vice Premier and Education, Sports and Religious Affairs Minister 
Phoumi Vongvichit. In an interview for the Vietnamese paper NGUOT GIAO VIEN NHAN 
DAN (People's Teacher), the minister said, “In 1945, 95 percent of the Lao people 
were still illiterate. At the time of liberation in 1975 that dropped to 70 percent. 
By December 2, 1980, after five years of socialist transformation and construction, 
the rate had been reduced to 10 percent. At the same time, general education has 
also vigorously developed. By late last year Laos already had 60 schools for 
infants’ nurses. The number of infants’ schools doubled, that of primary schools 
increased by 1.2 times, junior high schoole by 1.7 times, and senior high schools 
by 1.9 times. Enrollments at infants’ schools increased by 2.3 times, and at 
senior high pupils [as received) by 3.6 times. Since 1976, we have unified the 
educational systems in the free zone and the newly liberated zone into an 1ll-year 
system.” Vice Premier Vongvichit said that Laos is facing an acute shortage of 
teachers due to the imbalance between the development of education and the training 
of teachers, but it also has favourable conditions, namely the correct educational 
policies and the devoted assistance of Viet Nam, the Soviet Union, and the other 
socialist countries. [Text] [0W030847 Hanoi VNA in English 0724 GMT 3 Apr 81) 
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NEPAI 


NATION TO RECEIVE LOAN FOR SMALL FARMER PROJECT 
Caleutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 22 Feb 81 p 5 


[Text] Rome, Feb. 21--Nepal will receive from the Rome-based International 
Fund tor Agricultural Development a $12.5 million loan and a $1 million grant 
for the Kingdom's small farmer development project, reports PTI. 


Under an agreement signed here on Tuesday between the IFAD president, Mr Abdel- 
muhsin al-Sudeary, and Nepal's Ambassador to France, Mr Krishna Raj Aryal, the 
project will assist about 50,000 families of small farmers and landless rural 
poor on the basis of the experience gained in the kingdom through a pilot pro- 
ject which began in 1975. 


The I[FAD-supported expansion of the project will cover 31 out of the 75 dis- 
tricts of Nepal, 19 in the hills and 12 in the terai region. 


One of the main objectives of the project is to build up village-based insti- 
tutions and organize the disadvantaged rural poor into small farmer groups 
around common economic activities. Each group will consist of 10 to 15 members. 
Subproject offices will supervise and guide the activities of farmers groups 
and organize their training. 


The Government will contribute $2.6 million to the project, to be implemented 
in five years. 


An innovative feature of the project is that each farmers’ group will try to 
take initiative in undertaking rural and agricultural development at the local 
level. 


The credit provided through the Agricultural Development Bank of Nepal which 
is the executing agency of the project, will encourage farmer's participation. 


IFAD's grant will cover the bank's monitoring and evaluation costs and techni- 
cal assistance. 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNLST PARTY IN ELECTIONS--Kathmandu, Feb 20--Mr Keshar Jung Rayamajhi, 
leader of the Communist Party of Nepol, has announced that “my frienis and all 
like-minded persons" will participate in the elections to the rashtriya pan- 
chayat, reports PTI. Mr Rayamaji told reporters here that under the present 
partyless panchayat system, candidates would fight as individuals. The con- 
test would be between "progressives and reactionaries." Under the constitu- 
tion all political parties are banned and the third amendment recently pro- 
claimed after the referendum, according to Mr Rayamajhi, “intends to fortify 
the partyless character of the Constitution”. However, he said, it provides 
the people "scope for democratic practices." The 46-year-old Mr Rayamajhi 
said he had not yet decided on contesting but his "friends and likeminded peo- 
ple” would contest from at least 50 of the 75 districts of the kingdom. He 
said time was too short for campaigning and the election date had not yet been 
announced though May was generally said to be the period. [Text] [Calcutta 
THE STATESMAN in English 21 Feb 81 p 5] 
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PAKT STAN 


ROLE OF NATIONAL PRESS TRUST EXAMINED 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 5 Mar 81 p 7 
[Commentary in Linesman: "NPT's Role"] 


[Text] As long as the National Press Trust continues to flourish and maintains its 
we ll-established subachha' tradition, it may be said that no Government in Pakistan 
really stands in need of critics or enemies; enough harm is done to whoever is in 
power by the geniuses who devise and carry out NPT policies. 


This is so not merely because this State-controlled and heavily-subsidised Press 
combine has lost all credibility as a result of the slanted news it disseminates, 
or the facts its suppresses without any help from the censors, or the quaint views 
it purveys; but more so because what is said in its extravagant columns is under- 
stood--one hopes misunderstood--to reflect Government intent. The latest example 
of such a performance is provided by THE PAKISTAN TIMES whose Chief Editor set out 
last week in search of "a native alternative." After stumbling in many dreary 
columns over an unmasterly survey of world history and the evolution of political 
institutiosn, Z.A. Suleri concluded with two premises; that Islamic policy must be 
enforced, and that democracy is no part of Islam. His first premise is conveniently 
left undefined, and the second is considered ' most scholars to be utterly false. 


Not One Fell Blow 


The learned scribe generously suggests, however, that democracy should not be 
emasculated totally at one fell blow; this should be achieved with gentle gradual- 
ness. To start with, a pragmatic approach is recommended. This concession is 
made not only because Islam enjoins consultation and a consensus on the choice of 
rulers (the Khulafa-e-Rashideen, he concedes, went through some form of election) 
is traditional, but also because he accepts (for the present) that Pakistan was 
created by the people's vote and, therefore, "they cannot be disfranchised by some 
ill-conceived notion that they do not know how to exercise their right of voting." 
He also believes that Pakistan should not cut itself off completely from the rest 
of the world; it should, therefore, pay heed to world opinion "by setting up in- 
stitutions which would express the will of the people." 


With this thesis left hanging in the middle, NPT's senior editor goes on to support 
the plan for nominated Federal Council and considers it to be “the ideal via wedia." 
He repeats that the time is not ripe for elections; first, the surrounding dangers 
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do not permit "the Luxury of a free-for-all scuffle," and, secondly, the absence 

of organized countrywide political parties "rules out national stability." Thus, 

he argues, the sort of Federal Council proposed will fill the existing vacuum, serve 
as a link between the Government and the people, and would help to provide an in- 
strument of vigilance over the bureaucracy. He even goes so far as to suggest that 
the Advisory Council should not be restricted to a consultative function of power to 
legislate on matters which do not bear on Defence (which matters do not?); and that 
it should be accorded the freedom of debate on all national affairs (why not inter- 
national?) Further, he recommends that it should be authorised (not directed) to 
pass a vote of confidence in the reconstituted Cabinet, which, he explains, means 

in the first place that the President enjoys the people's confidence, and also that 
the "chosen Ministers are men of distinction and calibre and have some clout with 
the nation.” (The term clout is not defined, but presumably only political clout is 
meant). 


More Loyal 


It is hardly necessary to list the palpable weaknesses of this theorising or to point 
out that it conforms to the NPT's role of competing with other trusted journalists 

in proving the organisation's loyalty to the regime's current line of thought. The 
point that needs to be made is that Government spokesmen have always spoken of such 

an arrangement as an interim measure, which is intended to tide over the present inter- 
regnum and make do until elections can be held and the people's civic and political 
rights restored. It is generally expected that this will mean that the 1973 Con- 
stitution, held in abeyance since July 5, 1977, will be resurrected in due course. 

The NPT editor, however, apparently does not regard it as an interim arrangement and 
would like such a system to be perpetuated. 


Surely, whether or .ot this is the intention, such argumentation can only create mis- 
givings and frustration among the people. 
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PAKISTAN 


COUNCIL OF PAKISTAN NEWSPAPER EDITORS COMMENT ON CENSORSHIP 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 5 Mar 81 pp 7, 8 


[Text] Once again, the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors has voiced the unani- 
mous view of the country's newsmen, endorsed by other important sections of opinion, 
that the prolonged reign of censorship committees should be ended and "Press censor- 
ship lifted with immediate effect." 


The CPNE Standing Committee has reiterated its well-known stand that Press censorship 
has created "a serious credibility gap between the Government and the people, and 
that it deprives the common people of their right to information." After considering 
the whole framework of Government-Press relations, it has urged that last year's 
agreement between the CPNE and the Government, arrived at after lengthy negotiations, 
should be enforced without further delay. This agreement provides for promulgation 
of the agreed Code of Ethics to guide the Press and the establishment of special 
Press Benches in all High Courts to deal with any violation of the Code, along with 
its essential corollary stipulating the repeal of the Press and Publications Ordi- 
nance and all other laws that restrict Press freedom and can subject newspaper to 
arbitrary bureaucratic action. 


Main Problem 


What next? The oft-repeated CPNE resolution was adopted with customary unanimity, 
but where does this take us? Nothing much has recently been said on the subject 
by Government spokesmen, except for the remarks made by the CMLA~-President during 
his recent visit to Multan. He stated that he was prepeed to discuss with editors 
the question of relaxing Press censorship, and he went on to say that, in any case, 
censorship applied only to political news and in all other matters the Press was 
free to make fair and objective comment. Thus, even if the projected discussion 
leads to clearer directions from the Central Authority to the censorship committees 
that they should abide strictly by the rules and should not unduly extend the orbit 
of censorship to matters that have no direct relationship with political issues, 
this will leave the main problem unresolved. 


Seemingly, the CPNE has decided that its present Standing Committee should not be 
burdened with the decision of doing anything more in the matter. It has, therefore, 
taken the unusual step of ensuring that the annual meeting of its general body is 
held without the customary delay, so that elections can be held and the troublesome 
baby passed on to new office-bearers. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI MILITARY TEAM ARRIVES--Rawalpindi, March ¥--A three-member goodwill 
mission of senior Saudi Arabian Army Engineer officers, headed by 

Brig. Gen. Mohammad Hamid Bohairi, Director Engineer Corps, arrived here 
today. The members of the mission called on the Vice Chief of Army Staff, 
Gen. Sawar Khan at General Headquarters. Ducing its 15 day stay, the mission 
will visit the Military College of Engineering and other engineering 
formations and projects of the Pakistan army.--PPI [Text] [Islamabad 

THE MUSLIM in English 10 Mar 81 p 5] 


LIBYAN AlD--Karachi, March 15--Libya is expected to contribute the final 
instalment of 35 million dollars towards the equity capital of the Pak-Libya 
Holding Company following a meeting of the Board of Directors to be presided 
over by Libyan Chairman Ahmad Abu Bakar Kaiyari, it was learnt here today. 
Consultations for fixing the date and agenda of the meeting are now being 
held between the two sides. An equal amount in local currency would be 
contributed by Government of Pakistan to raise the Company's equity capital 
to 100 million dollars. Pakistan and Libya have each subscribed 15 per 

cent of total equity capital in two instalments to make the Company fully 
operational. Pak-Libya Holding Company, a member of the Syndicate of 
Financial Institutions, led by Bankers Equity has already committed 

Rs. 112 million for various projects located in different parts of the 
Company. They include cement, cables and bricks manufacturing plants. The 
Company also plans to set up subsidiaries, Pak-Libya Investment Banking 
Corporation and a shipping company. It also plans to set up a Management 
and Consultancy Bureau. All these proposals are expected to be taken up 

by the Board of Directors. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Mar 81 
p 1) 


INCREASED GRAIN STORAGE CAPACITY--Lahore, March 14--The foodgrains storage 
capacity in the Punjab is being increased to 24 lakh tons this year to save 
the grains from damage due to climatic effects, Punjab Food Secretary 
Ghulam Murtaza Piracha said here today. In an interview, he said the Punjab 
would have a carry-over of 8 lakh tons on May 1 next from the previous 
year's crop and would have io procure an additional 16 lakh tons of wheat 

to meet the target fixed by the Federal Government for the Punjab. He said 
the Government had the facility of storing 14 lakh tons and would have to 
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make arrangements for additional 10 lakh tons, Mr, Piracha eaid to raise 
the capacity, the Government hed already earmarked Re, 25 million for 
completing the on-going projects, The entire amount is being epent in a 
way that the godowne were conpleted before the end of the current financial 
year, The Pood Secretary said repaire had aleo been started on the plinthe 
and platforms where the wheat had been stored after procurement last year. 
Tarpauline were aiso being procured to provide cover and shade to the 

wheat stored on the platform. We said the Federal Government was cone ider- 
ing 4 proposal for allowing the private sector to construct godowne according 
to the government specificetions for storing the government foodgrains. 
Reasonable rent would be paid to the owners for storing the foodgraine. 

The Food Secretary said the Punjab Government had already submitted its 
recommendations in the matter to the Federal Government .--APP. [Text ) 
[islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 15 Mar 81 p 7) 


ANNUAL GRAIN PRODUCTION LOSS~-Paisalabad, March 15--Total annual production 
of foodgrains in Pakistan ie around 15 million tons out of which nearly 

10 to 20 per cent produce ie lost to peste. This was revealed to THE MUSLIN 
by Agriculture University Vice-Chancellor Ghulam Rasul Chaudhry. We said 
Pakistan had attained self-sufficiency in food crops and could build up a 
sizable surplus if these losses could be overted. He advocated mechanicised 
harvesting and storage on ecientific lines .o guard againet peste and 
diseases. He advieed agricultural ecientists to carry on their work of 
evolving new varieties which should be immuned to crop diseases and ensure 
optimum output. [Excerpt] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Mar B81 p ~ 


TRACTOR ENGINE ASSEMBIL\ PLANT~-Lahore, March 13--The firet ever tractor engine 
assembly plant in the country, is expected to start functioning by the end of 
1983, which will gradually etart using the locally manufactured components 

of tractor engine in the sesembly, it is learnt. The tractor engine assembly 
plant, which ie under construction near Lahore, in the public sector. 

Millat Tractors in addition to this, will be able to manufacture 35 to 40 per 
cent of the total tractor components within 4 period of two years. The 
capacity of manufacturing tractor componente in the plant will be increased 
to 80 per cent by 1986. At present, the company has developed about 22 per 
cent tractor components and these are being used in the assembly of tractors 
in Pakistan. Besides this, the public sector tractor assembly plant will 
aleo start manufacturing a number of agriculture implements and tools in 

the near future. During 1980, 8,051 tractors were sold of which 1,215 were 
assembled locally while 6,836 were sold on consignment basis on behalf of 
Pakistan Tractore Corporation Limited. An increase of 128 per cent was 
recorded in the sale of implements by the corporation as imported implements 
worth Re. 6.84 million during the year 1979-80 as compared to implements worth 
three aillion, sold in the year 19786-80.--PPI (Text) [Islamabad THE MUSLIM 

in English 14 Mar 81 p 6) 
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PHILLPP INES 


INTERVIEW WITH MORO LIBERATION FRONT LEADER NUR MISUARI 
Jiddah Al-MADINAH in Arabic 9 Mar 61 pp 1, 17 


[Article by ‘Uthman ‘Abdallah: "Nur Misuari Proposes Fivefold Draft for Reconsid- 
eration of Relations With Marcos Regime and Granting Moro Membership in Islamic 
Conference” ] 

⸗ — 
(Text) Jiddah. Mr Nur Misuari, “oro Liberation Front leader, expressed his con- 
viction that the resolutions adopted up to now regarding the question of the 
Philippine Muslims have not fulfilled the demands of the latter, and that they 
have shown that they can hardly contribute to any peaceful settlement of the mat- 
ter. 


They nevertheless have hope, he said in a statement which he made to AL-MADINAH, 
in the quadripartite commission formed by the Islamic Summit Conference consist ing 
of Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia and Libya and recently held in Taif in order to 
prepare a new draft resolution to be submitted to the Islamic Ministers’ Confer- 
ence scheduled to take place in Baghdad in May 1961. 


Mr Misuari suggested that the following five items should be included by the above- 
mentioned commission in the draft resolution which it has to prepare: 


--Pormal recognition of the right of the people of Banghasa Moro to determine their 
own fate in accordance with declaration issued by the lith Conference of Foreign 
Ministers of Islamic Countries held last year in Islamabad. 


~=-Submission of the question of the Philippine Muslims to the General Assembly of 
the United Nations. 


~=-Presentation to the Islamic Conference Organization of a motion to accept the 
Moro Front as a full member instead of being 4 mere permanent observer as its cur- 
rent status is. 


~-Presentation to the Islamic Conference of a request to provide material assis- 
tance and assign a special fund for this purpose based on humanitarian considera- 
tions. 


--Reconsideration of economic and political relations between the Islamic coun- 
tries and Ferdinando Marcos's regime. 











With reference to the Philippine president's recent declaration abou. the cesea~ 
tion of the martial law, Miesuar! asserted that thie announcement was made merely 
for the sake of propaganda and entailed no positive result whatsoever. Even, in 
the farthest areas settled by non-Muslims, the local people are challenging this 
fictitious statement since Marcos may at any time declare a state of emergency 
and once again enforce the application of the martial law. 


In his interview with AL-MADINAH Mr disuari aleo referred to the military situa- 
tion on the front. Their situation improves day by day, he said, and their present 
fight againet the Philippine authorities has spread and currently includes areas 
which had not been reached before. 


The recent uprise which etarted since 12 February in the island of Bata, he ex- 
plained, has eo far resulted in the killing of about 500 government army men, and 
hundreds of others have been injured. 


The direct cause of the Bata uprise, he pointed out, was the fact that the highest 
ranking officer in the area had raped a Muslim girl who was not even 9 years old, 
and that triggered the explosion of the Muslims’ anger to defend their honor. The 
officer who perpetrated that crime was killed along with his men, and their weapons 
were seized. Two high ranking MORO Front leaders in that island also lost their 
lives during this uprising. 
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